7 e : Naa 29

PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

It is important to read this section thoroughly if your aim is to learn to speak Thai

using phonetic letters or transliteration. Skip this only if you can read Thai script.

What are Phonetic Letters?

There are many different practices for learning to speak a language without learning the scripts

of the language.

Romanisation is the conversion of writing from a different writing system to the Roman

(Latin) script, or a system for doing so. Methods of romanisation include transliteration, for

representing written text, and transcription, for representing the spoken word, and

combinations of both.

Phonetic transcription (also known as Phonetic Script or Phonetic Notation) is the visual
representation of speech sounds (or phones). The most common type of phonetic

transcription use a phonetic alphabet such as the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

Transliteration is the practice of converting a text from one script into another by writing
or printing (a letter or word) using the closest corresponding letters of a different alphabet or

language.

Royal Thai Phonetic Alphabet (RPA) is a system used as a standard for transcribing

Thai words, names of a person, place, thing, into English.

Romanisation In Thai is called AUAWY : TUb~Sub or ¥uides : Tub~Séarng and
colloquially called nw1A15118LIAE : Paa-saa Kaa-raa-o-ge’ = Karaoke language.

(57U : Tab = place on top of, AWY : Sub = vocabulary, 1§e8 : Séang = sound, A137atAg : Kaa-

raa-o-ge’ = karaoke)

At Thai Style, we have developed our own system using the English alphabet as
phonetic letters. This is because we would like to compare the sounds in English and Thai
by using the English alphabet, like if you are a native English speaker learning French which

uses the same alphabet but some letters are pronounced with completely different sounds.

For example, § has 2 letters or nucleus/basis sounds which are @ and = .
We transliterate the letter or nucleus/base sound @ using the English letter D and the letter

or nucleus/base sound ~ using the English letters ee (as in bee), which becomes Dee.
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Within this course, we use English/Latin letters based on a southern British English or
London pronunciation. However, it doesn't matter which accent it is based on because no

English accent has perfect sound comparisons to Thai.

Thai and English are very different languages with different sounds. Even in English, we
pronounce and use our tongue differently when we speak with different accents.
Therefore, we cannot always rely on English letters to read Thai correctly. You should
learn with Native Thai Speakers to get feedback on how to pronounce the Thai sounds
correctly and how to mix the sounds to make a syllable and a word. It is very important

to learn with a native Thai speaker to receive feedback and correct your pronunciation.

Some say the ‘International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)’ is the best phonetic method to help

you learn Thai sounds. This may be true for a linguist, however, | feel IPA is a complicated
system that is not suitable for beginner language learners whose aim is to only speak some
basic Thai. If you are going to spend your time learning to read IPA for speaking Thai, why not

spend this time to learn Thai script instead?

If you just want to speak Thai, | have developed a simple phonetic system using the English
alphabet that, if you can read this, you already understand. If your long term aim is to learn

Thai script, | would advise you to start learning Thai script sooner rather than later.

Before you start speaking and learning to pronounce Thai syllables and words, it is also
important for you to understand what the alphabet is, the differences between the

English and Thai alphabet and how to pronounce different sounds in Thai.

Within this section you will learn to understand the Thai word system to help you
pronounce Thai syllables and words correctly. This is not only essential to be able to speak
Thai clearly but, if you choose to learn to read and write Thai in the future, it will make the

learning process much easier.

Study this section to understand Thai sounds and what English letters (or combination of
letters) we use for each Thai sound. Ask questions and get feedback from native speakers

and you will speak clearly.

What is an alphabet, a consonant and a vowel?

fa9NWI/AINUNES : An alphabet is a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order, used to

represent the basic sounds of a language.

English alphabet is a set of letters from A to Z. English vowel letters are A, E, I, O, U and

the other letters are consonants.

- Thai alphabet is a set of letters that separate into 2 sub-sets; consonants and vowels.
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WYV : Pa-yun-cha-na : Thai Consonant Letters & Sounds

- There are 44 Thai consonant letters for writing.

- There are 21 Thai consonant sounds when speaking.

- Each Thai consonant letter has a tone, either medium tone or rising tone. (Thai
consonant letters in red in the table on page 3 are rising tone letters.)

- Each Thai consonant letter has a name.

- Each Thai consonant letter represents only one consonant sound. This is in contrast to

English letters, such as the letter G, which is pronounced differently in the word ‘gun’ and ‘giraffe’.

- One consonant sound can be written with different letters as specified on next page.

Practice:
1. Practise how to pronounce Thai consonant sounds

2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter/symbol for each sound

Audio: Pronunciation 1 Thai consonants
@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Introduction to Thai Consonants (Episode 1)

When pronouncing a sound, you must practise how to move your tongue, lips and
throat as well as understand how to push the air out. Practise with a native Thai

language speaker and you learn to make Thai sounds correctly and naturally.

Note:

1). If you count the letters in the consonant table on the next pages you will count 44 but
you will see some letters have the same pronunciation so if you count the sounds in the
transliteration column you will count 21 sounds.

2). The phonetic letter in blue are nasal sounds.

3). You do not need to memorise the Thai consonant letters to learn to speak in this course,
only learn to pronounce correctly by practising to move your tongue, lips and push the air

out of your mouth to make the sound until it becomes natural.
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@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Mid Tone Consonants (Episode 2)
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter
N N9 :Gor NB LA : Gor Gai G
(Gai means chicken)
Lift the middle part of
your tongue and touch
the hard palate quickly
to make the sound.
9 A9 :Jor IV AU : Jor Jaan J
(Jaan means plate) ate
Lift the front part of s
your tongue and touch
the hard palate quickly
to make the sound. voeal cord
< \ sinuses
A A® :Dor MB LAN : Dor De’k D

(Dé’k means child)

Q %]a + Dor o Lift the front part near = 1™
5B V41 : Dor Cha-daa | to the tip of your AL tomee wvula
(Cha-daa means crown) A tongue and touch the
hard palate quickly to vocal cord
make the sound.
®  §9 :Dtor M LA : Dtor Dtao ) Dt
(Dtao means turtle) /
o i 4 Lift the tip of your
Nl 09 :Dtor 9 UAN : Dtor Bpa-dtuk tongue and touch the
(Bpa-dtuk means goad; a hard palate quickly to
traditional farming implement, ~ Make the sound.
used to spur or guide livestock)
I sinuses
U U8 :Bor UB UL : Bor Bai-mai B

(Bai-mai means leaf)

=
Close your lips and { S  angue dvuita
push the air out to

exaggerate the sound.

ocal cord

Uy Uo: Bpor Us Uan : Bpor Bplaa
(Bplaa means fish)
5 : Ris commonly pronounced &/ : L
For example, the sound 5 : R in the word ‘azls : A-rai?

means what?’ can be pronounced A-lai?
(Ask your teacher to show you. See how to pronounce &/« : L below)

sinuses

Bp

Close your lips (make
the lips like you are
about to spit) and push
the air out to
exaggerate the sound.

-

\

vocal cord

98 919 : Or Aang
(Aang means basin)

8 ¥y :0r

Note : 8 is a silent letter used in spelling
grammar, beginners who haven't learnt Thai
scripts please skip this.

AE 1,0, U
Make the sound from
your throat (close the
vocal chord) and let it
pass though the open
mouth.

vocal cord
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@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Nasal Mid Tone Consonants (Episode 3)
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Letter

Read Name of letter

Phonetic Letter

1 U9 : Mor U8 311 : Mor Maa
(Maa means horse)

sinuses

M

Close the lips and push
the air out through the
mouth and the nose to
make the sound. (You
should feel the
vibration in your nose.)

= sinuses

3 99 : Ngor 48 § : Ngor Nguu Ng
Y
(Nguu means Snake) Lift the back part of your
tongue to touch the soft
palate quickly and push
the air through the open
mouth to make the
sound. (You should feel
the vibration in your
nose.)
U UD:Nor UB MY : Nor Niiu N
(N[]u means Mouse; rat) Lift the front part of your
tongue to touch the hard
&4 tUB : Nor €UB LEWT : Nor Naen palate quickly and push
. the air through the open
(Naen means novice monk) mouth and the nose to
make the sound. (You
should feel the vibration
in your nose.)
7399 Wor 18 bW Wor Wden W
(Wden means ring)
Push the lips forward uvula
3 push the air out
rough the open ot cora
mouth and the nose to
make the sound.
Y] & 3 sinuses
Y 9 :Yor B YNY : Yor Yuk Y
(Yuk means ogre)
- Lift the back part of
&) 8B :Yor €U® MEUN : Yor Ying your tongue to touch
(YTng means Woman) the soft palate quickly
to make the sound.
= sinuses
3 99 :Ror 98 b3® : Ror Ruea R
(Ruea means boat) Fold the front half of R T
your tongue back and A Ceongue wala
the under part of your —=¢
tongue touch the the
hard palate then roll vocal cord
your tongue down to
normal position to make
the sound.
a @8 :Llor 88 &N : Lorling L
(Ling means monkey) Fold the front part of
. . . your tongue to touch
W WO :Lor WO YW : Lor Ju-laa just above your upper

(Ju-laa is a type of kite)
N

teeth then move the
tongue down to
normal position to
make the sound.
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@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Twin - Rising & Mid Tone Consonants (Episode 4)
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter
dg{ - ~
W W® : Por W® WJ : POrPleng P
(PGeng means bee)
Close your mouth and
W WD : Por W WIU : Por Paan a§f§> use the lips to make
(Paan is a type of tray) 4L  the sound by forcing air
° through the mouth.
N OB : Por NB &A1 : Por Sim-pao
(Stim-pao means junk, a flat- | @@
bottomed sailing vessel) T e
N WD :For WO W1 ForFia F
(Faa means lid) " L o
ove your lower lip to
N W : For Wo WU : For Fun touch upper teeth and
(Fun means teeth) force the air through
your teeth to make the
sound.
0 99:TOr 0® §9: Tér Tdong T
(TOong means sack ; bag)
§ §9:TO0r $§8 $1U: Tor Tsan Lift the front part near
B Taan base) to the tip of your i
aan means base tongue to touch the
N ND:Tor 99 NN : Tor Ta-haan hard palate just above -
(Ta-haan means soldier) your teeth quickly to
5§ §9:Tor 5859:Tor To'ng make the sound.
(To’ng means flag)
9N 99 :Tor 919 UM : Tor Mo'n-to
(Mo’n-to is a female character
in a classical Thai play.)
W W Tor Wa ELAN : Tor Pau-Tao
(Pau-Tao means old person)
Y YD KEr VO W : Kr Kai (Kai means egq) K
U U0 KOr w89 UIN : Kor Kuad _ _
(Khuad means bottle) - obsolete Lift the middle of your 7 tongue e
tongue to touch the
A AR : Kor M8 AITY : Kor Kwaay hard palate quickly to
(Kwaay means water buffalo) make the sound. el
A A : Kor A® AU : KorKo'n
(Ko’n means person) - obsolete
2 @9 Kor ®© T899 : Kor Rakung
(Ra-kung means bell)
=
d @9 :Sor &8 LB :Sor Siea (Stiea means S
tiger)
. . N Move the middle part
@ @e:sor e AR Sor Saa—laaa%w of your tongue up to
(Saa-laa means pavilion) . almost touching the
W S s P hard palate to make
Y 1 Sor 6o ﬁ]‘iyﬂ : Sor Rue See. ast fricative sound by
(Rue-sée means hermit) forcing air through
T WD :Sor aip 19 : Sor S6 (56 means chain) narrow channel.
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter

2 29:Chor 80 A3: ChorChing 4K Ch

(Ching means cymbals) Lift the front part of

Y WO : Chor ¥ Y : Chor Chaang your tongue to touch

. and hard palate quickly
(Chaang means elephant) to make fricative sound

g I8 : Chor gU® NELAID : Chor (Ga)-cher by forcing air through a
( (Ga)-cher means bush; tree ) narrow channel.

The word ‘Ga-cher’ is not used in

speaking any more.)

=
"D HOr WD AU : Hor Heeb,, H

(Héeb means chest)
Make the sound from

3] g9 : Hor &9 uﬂgﬂ . Hor No’k~htuk your throat (leave the

(NO’k~htuk means owl) vocal chord open) let
the air pass though the

open mouth.

§d9% : Sa-ra : Vowel Letters & Vowel Sounds

- There are 28 vowel letters separated into 3 groups; single, combined and extra vowel
letters.

- There are 24 vowel sounds when speaking.

- Each vowel letter represents only one vocal chord sound which is contrast to ‘A, E, I, O,
U’ in English where one letter can be pronounced with more than one sound, for example

the letter A/a in the words April, apple, father, adore are pronounced differently.

Practice:

1. Practise how to pronounce Thai vowel sounds (single, combined and extra vowel sounds)
2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter/symbol for each sound.

Audio: Pronunciation 2 Thai Vowels
@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Introduction to Thai Vowels (Episode 5)

Note:

1). If you analyse the vowel sounds when you pronounce them you will notice that each
movement / position in the mouth has both a short sound and long sound.

2). You do not need to memorise the Thai vowel letters to learn to speak Thai. Only learn to
pronounce correctly by learning and practising to move your tongue, lips and push the air

out to make the sound until it becomes natural.
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d921AY7 18 1H84 : 18 single vowel sounds

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Single Vowels (Episode 6)

9 movements/

18 Singl Simil.
VowelIT:t:er positions in the Phonetic Letter Sound"iTr:I :;glish Example words
mouth
and; to;
o 1 a(on u adore / up ne : Ga estimate
movement / (short sound) S RUK  to love
position in the
crow, to
-1 mouth aad father, mother A1 : Gaa
(long sound) mark
= 1 ' sick, nip U : Bi to tear
movement / (short sound)
position in the
E mouth e see, bee a : Dee good
(long sound)
similar to .
E 1 ue P 9 : Ue poo
movement / (short sound) du” in French
“ position in the Lee similar to -
_ . hand
B mouth (long sound)  “due” in French 49 : Muee
U (or) OO A : Du to scold
- 1 look, book ,
! movement / (short sound) Qﬂ LOok to eetup
position in the
- mouth uu too, zoo - Bpuu crab
Y (long sound) v
b-& 1 = neck, leg Loy - Dte’  to kick
(short sound)
movement /
position in the ay, e q W : Tay to pour
b- mouth - ay, say . A
(long sound) LAY : Lé n toplay
h-g L ac at,cat L@y : Lae and
movement / (short sound)
position in the ae
bb- mouth air, bear LA - Gae  you, he, she
(long sound)
1-o 1 © poke 1Ug : Bpo' totop
movement / (short sound)
position in the o
I— mouth go, so, load Im - Dto be grown

(long sound)
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or

b-1& 1 not, lot
movement / (short sound)
position in the
or

-9 mouth or, door
(long sound)

LAY : Kor to knock

W8 : Por  beenough

1 er

b-8% the
movement / (short sound)
position in the er
b-2) mouth were

(long sound)

LaeYy : Lér dirty

198 : Jer  to meet

Note: The English letters used in the materials are a phonetic letter or symbol only.

There are no English letters that can be compared perfectly to any Thai consonant or

vowel sound. For example, we use A/a for the short sound -¢ (Sara A) as in adore. You

can’t change the sounds to father (long sound aa) or man (long sound ae) as you can in

English.

We use a standard Thai pronunciation and spelling system to help you

understand the pronunciation of each word using English letters.

For example,

WAe : Kery (Keoi) means ‘ever / used to’,

For our phonetic system, do not pronounce ‘Kery’ as ‘Curry’ as we do

in English. You must read it using the Thai pronunciation and spelling

system which is;

a consonant A : K + vowel -8 : er + final consonant & : y
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How to pronounce the 18 Single vowels

When pronouncing a sound, you must practise how to move your tongue, lips and
throat as well as understand how to push the air out. Practise with a native Thai

speaker and you will be able to make Thai sounds correctly and naturally.

Front part of the beginning
of the tongue

Back part of the beginning of the tongue

stretch mouth

stretch mouth

round mouth

short sound | long sound | short sound | long sound | short sound | long sound
, [ ee ue uee U (o) OO uu
lift the
a = = = _
tongue to - - - -8 ] :
high level | movement / position in the | movement / position in the | movement / position in the
mouth mouth mouth
lift the e’ ay (on € er er o’ O
tongue to
: ¥ |- -9 -9 = 1-
almost high
level movement / position in the | movement / position in the | movement / position in the
eve mouth mouth mouth
lift the ag’ ae or or
tongue to
: I - 1% -9
medium
movement / position in the movement / position in the
level
mouth mouth
d (on U aa
move the
tongue to Y -1

lower level

movement / position in the

mouth
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dszideanay 6 1389 : 6 combined vowel sounds

A combined vowel sound is a sound formed by a rapid movement of two single vowel
sounds in a single syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards
another (as in coin, loud, and dual). In English and some other languages, it is called
diphthong. Often contrasted with monophthong, triphthons.

There are only 6 combined vowel sounds in Thai. See the table below.

How to pronounce the 6 combined vowels

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Combined Vowels (Episode 7)

6 3
. . Similar
combined movements/ Combined . . .
. . Transliteration Sound in Example words
Vowel  positions in from )
English
letters  the mouth
~ o topoeia
-+ -¥ ea’ ear - \ onoma .
Lg—‘EJg 1 _ (with glottal  bN&Y : Pea’ of slapping
movement / I+ a (short sound) stop) sound

position in the =
. mouth -+-1  earwea

ee + aa (long sound)

=
ear L8 : Mear wife (informal)

Gh

= + -o onomatopoeia
v uea, A . ' oy
1 pure  L@RY : Uea’ of vomiting
movement /  U€ +a  (short sound) sound

%D
©
ee

position in the 4
~ mouth -+ uea pure

=

b-8 138 : Ruea boat

uee + aa (longsound)  (longsound)

) onomatopoeia
v/ -+ - ua’ o )
bt 1 ! sewer 1Y : Pua of slapping
movement / u+a (short sound) sound
ition in th

‘”rg position L:]t e Bt 1 a t ﬁ’g . b
- mod our :Pla |

uu + aa (long sound) (informal)

‘Phonetic letters are not a perfect substitute for
Thai letters. The pronunciation of English language is
subjective depending on an individual’'s accent. If it
helps you to remember the Thai sounds, you can

write the phonetic letters in your own way.’
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#5204 : Extra vowels

An extra vowel letter is used to represent a sound formed by one single vowel sound and
one final consonant sound in a single syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and
moves towards the final consonant sound. It is a lavish use of Thai spelling grammar that is

not needed but used to diversify the spelling system. This is why they are called ‘Extra
vowels’.

If you are learning to speak Thai using phonetic letters, you do not need to learn the Thai
letters. You just need to remember what English letters are used to transcribing what sound.

The Phonetic Letters for Extra vowels in Thai language

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Extra Vowels (Episode 8)

Combined . :
Extra ; E ;
Vowel from or éTransliteration Similar sound Example
 modified - in English >
letters -
from
. U | r
-1 i i am é Tam N1 : Tam = to do/make
a4+ m  (shortsound) :
Y+ ¢ i iﬂB al = to go, to depart
/1 al B, Micro p s P
a+y (short sound) 1?] . Jai = heart, mind
$4+1
L-1 a0 Chao, Cow A1 : K&0O = he/she/him/her
a+w (short sound)

ng%uzﬁﬂa : Pa-yun-cha-na Taay : Final consonant letters and sounds

- There are 34 consonant letters used as final consonant letters.

- There are 8 positions / movements in our mouth used to represent the 8 final
sounds in Thai syllables. (1 position / movement = 1 final sound)

- A final sound in Thai words are partly pronounced (not fully pronounce like in
English). For example, ‘hot’ with ending sound ‘t’, “hod” with ending sound ‘d’. Thai
people who don’t know English very well pronounce these two words the same without
emphasising the last sound ‘t” or ‘d’ as this is what they are used to in Thai language.
Another example the word ‘stop” in English, if Thais pronounce this word, they would
pronounce the ‘p’ but stop the sound before the friction ‘p” sound comes out.

- In the Thai spelling system, there are 4 important elements in Thai syllables, which are

the main consonants, vowels, final consonants and tones.
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- In Thai language, there is only one final sound in each syllable. There are no final
consonant cluster sounds in Thai words like in English words, for example the word ‘fast’
in English, f is a main consonant sound, a is a vowel sound and s + t are the two final
sounds which are clustered together. More examples; pits, prawns, down, belt, mixed,
selves, etc.

Practice:
1. Practise how to pronounce final sounds in Thai syllables and words.
2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter / symbol for each sound /

movement / position if you have not learnt Thai scripts.

Audio: Pronunciation 3 Final Consonants
@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Final Consonant Sounds

Note:

1.) You can see in the table that for one final sound/movement/position there are one or more letters
that can be used to represent the sound when writing. For example, N4 and N1a, as you can see they
have different final consonants but we pronounce them in the same way, which is ‘Gaan’.

2). You do not need to memorise the Thai final consonant letters to learn to speak Thai. Only learn to
pronounce correctly by learning and practising to move your tongue, lips and pushing the air out to make
the sound until it becomes natural.

final tongue

Final position/ Letter used to
consonant movement/  represent each  Transliteration Example words
group name sound in sound
Thai words
Wil n 1 ~
Mde Gor Gaa None None None A - Dee good
wainn .
Mde Go’ k N naea g/ k @n:Jaak from
Lne IARNDND R
e g 4§ wa:paud o spesk
N ALY YA Y
LN 2 . be hurt, be in
Mée Go'b U udnawn b Wwu:leb o
WiAY o . l/me/my/mine
Mde Go’n U U QJJ IauW n au - Chan (used by female)
winy 5X, //me/my/mine
Mde Go’m 4 4 m Wil s PO'm (used by male)
L3I " ,
Mde Go'ng N N ng Y19 : Chaang elephant
wiline . i
Mae Gery g Y Yy 1Y Jaay / to pay
(similar to final sound i in english) Jaai
WaiLND7

Mdée Gwerw 3 9 w w7 : Gdew glass, cup
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i%‘UUﬁJ’]ﬁiﬁ’]uﬂ’]iaaﬂLaﬂﬂLLaxﬂﬁiﬂgﬂﬂ :
Standard Thai Pronunciation and Spelling System

Every language is different. When you learn Thai, you need to understand how we
pronounce syllables and words. You cannot just think you can read/pronounce Thai scripts

or transliterations like when you are reading English.

A Thai syllable is constructed by combining 2, 3 or 4 nucleus sounds with a tone. Every
Thai syllable has its own tone and the sound of each syllable is not influenced or

changed by adjacent syllables. Learn about tones on page 44

Practice:
1. Understand and practise how to pronounce Thai syllables and words.

2. Memorise the system using English transliteration if you have not learnt Thai scripts.

Audio: Pronunciation 4 Thai syllable sound system

®

Video: Coming soon

Pronouncing Thai syllables and words

Note : Original Thai words have only

A word with one syllable: one syllable. However, there are
words that have more than one

« A syllable with 2 nucleus sounds
syllable as we adapt some words from

other languages. Also, time, region and

society can change the way we

pronounce some Thai words.

Examples;
M+- =6 : D+ee =Dee midtone (be good/nice)
U+-1 =U1 : M+aa =Maa midtone (to come)

a+l-g =g : L+e =L& hightone  (be soggy/mushy)

.................................................................................................................... tone

A consonant sound + A vowel sound + A final consonant sound

Examples;
A+-+9 =@ : D+ee+d =Deed low tone (to flick)

U+-1+0n =41 : M+aa+k =Maak fallingtone (very/much/very much)

Pronunciation and Transliteration Guide - By Supapan Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com


http://www.learnthaistyle.com

Wi <o : Naa 43
A+lr+n =180 : L+e+k =Lék high tone (be small)

. A syllable with an extra nucleus sound or consonant cluster sound (td89a2Una1)
Consonant §: 1, @ : L and 2 : w are used after a main consonant as a cluster sound.

tone

Consonant cluster sgynds

st consonant sound + 2nd consonant sound + A vowel soun

Examples;

Y+3+-1 =931 : K+w+aa =Kwda rising tone  (right)

N+a+L0 =LWag : P+l+er =Plér risingtone (be careless, be negligent)
#+3+-1 =031 : Dt+r+aa = Dtraa mid tone (brand, seal, imprint)

tone

Examples;

Y+2+ -1+

V319 K+ w + aa + ng = Kwdang rising tone (to obstruct)

N+a+b-9+U

Wau :P+l+er+n =Plern midtone (to enjoy, be enjoyable)

N+3+-1+0 317 :Dt+r+aa+d =Dtraad low tone (name of a province)

Note:

1. In informal pronunciation or speaking (lazy way of speaking), Thais like to omit the 5 : r and
a : L consonant cluster sounds from a word, for example A3V : Krib changed to AU : Kb
(5 : ris omitted), Uan : Bplaa changed to U1 : Bpaa (@ :  is omitted)

2. There are no final consonant cluster sounds in Thai words like in English words, for

example; fast, pits, prawns, down, belt, mixed, selves, etc.

A word with more than one syllable:

tone tone tone tone

(asyllable ) - {a syllable ) - {(a syllable) )

(@ syllable)) - ... = A WORD

Every Thai syllable has its own tone and the sound of each syllable is not influenced
or changed by adjacent syllables.

. 2 syllable words

dg+-¢ - U+-1+8 =duY (be comfortable, be relax, be in a good condition)
S+a - b+aa+y =Sa-baay
low tone - mid tone
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Y+ -¥ + 3 -3+ -v+y =d4la (how?, what way?, which way)

Y+a/u+ng - ng+a+y/i =Yungngai?
mid tone - mid tone

. 3 syllable words

A+ - 2+-L+0 - A+ = d@%n  (hello)
S+a - w+au+d - d+ee = Sa-wud-dee
low tone - low tone - mid tone

+ 4 syllable words

WH+TH-+0 - @+-2 - W+-1 - A+L¥+u =NquUAIAN  (May)
P+r+ue+d - s+a - p+aa - k+o+m =Pried-sa-paa-kom
high tone - lowtone - midtone - mid tone

. 5 syllable words
WHTH-+0 - @+L-+- - N+-1 - U+ 18 +U = NFANIEU (November)
P+r+ue+d -s+a -j+i - ¢+aa - y+0 +n =Pried-saji-gaa-yon
high tone - low - low - mid - mid

A compound word: (See page 18)

A WORD ~ A WORD ~ ....... = A COMPOUND WORD
Examples;
VU ~ A = UYBUAEM  (thank/thank for the kindness)
Korb ~  Koon = Korb~Koon (low tone ~ mid tone)
thank ~ kindness/virtue
Wl ~ i = W1 (river)
Mae ~  Num = Mae~Num (falling tone ~ high tone)
mother/mum ~ liquid/fluid/water/juice
s v < T v <
U ~ AN ~ LY = UIANLUY  (frost)
Num ~ Kaang ~ Kaeng = Num~Kaang~Kaeng (high~high~rising)
liquid/fluid/ ~  toremain/ ~  be solid/
water/juice to stay over night be hard

Note: Elisions and contractions only occur in some compound words which will be noted
in this book. Therefore, when you pronounce syllables or words you can’t merge the
final consonant sound of a syllable/word with the main consonant sound of the

following syllable/word.
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Example; @3ad (hello) = Sa-wud-dee can’t be merged to Sa-wadee (wid-dee) or Sa-wa-ee
YauAN (thank) = Korb~Koon can’t be merged to Korboon (Korb~Koon) as in thank you to
thankou

Lﬁ&lﬁ?i’imqnﬁﬁ’nﬁm : The five tones in Thai language

Thai is a tonal language. There are five tones; mid, low, falling, high and rising, which are
used to determine the meaning of words. Tones are just like a music tone that have a pitch
and can move up or down depending on the specified movement of each tone in that
particular language.

The five tone pitch graph

The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like
a music tone. See the graph below.

High

sinuses

. . Fallin
High pitch 9
lips —>» tongue <«— uvula
Medium pitch eeth =
3 vocal cord
. Low
Low pitch
Start pitch Stop pitch

How to move the tongue to make each tone

Tones are made by changing the level of the root of your tongue when making sounds. The
higher position of the root of your tongue, the higher the tone you are able to make. The
lower position of the root of your tongue, the lower the tone you are able to make. The

pictures below show you how to move your tongue root to make the five tones in Thai

language.

Medium tone : Tip : The tongue stays flat in a comfortable position (mid
. . level) and does not make any movement. Make a long
Mid level pitch sound R..... Like when your dentist asks you to open your
and stable mouth

sound.

Tip : The root of the tongue stays still in low position. Drop
your chin and make a long low pitch sound R.... Like you feel

level pitch and a little disappointed.
stable sound.

Tip : The root of the tongue falls from the
highest position to the lowest, dropping your

chin while making a long falling sound R...
Like when you just realise something or
Pronunciation and Trans w%lﬁgilga,grde %é%losgﬁjé%g www.learnthaistyle.com
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Falling tone :

) ] Tip : The root of the tongue moves from a
High level pitch mid to high position. Open your mouth wide
then fall to low and make a long sound Ouch... Like when
level pitch. Q you try to indicate that it hurts. Or try a very

short pitch sound A... when you try to stop
someone from doing something.

High tone : High

level pitch and Tip : The root of the tongue

stable. moves from a mid position
to a low position, then rises
up to it’s highest position.

This tone is similar to when
you ask a question in English
and raise your tone at the

Rising tone :
end of the sentence.

Start from a mid
level pitch which
falls to a low
pitch then rise
back to high
pitch.

Practice:
1. Understand and practise how to make different tones for the same sound.
2. Memorise the latin phonetic tone marks used as a symbol for each tone if you have not

learnt Thai scripts

Audio: Pronunciation 5 The five tones (1)

@ Video: Coming soon

Latin phonetic tone mark above the
English transliteration letters

Medium | Low Falling High Rising
tone tone tone tone tone

AN A V4 (V)
no mark

Every sound/syllable has a tone. It depends what sound/syllable with what tone is

designated as a word (have meaning). One word can have one or more syllables.

Example words

Tone: Mid Low Falling High Rising
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Word: lum nd gl 1] a1 Ty
Transliteration: Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai
Meaning: micro-phone be new burn/be no, not wood, yes/no question
burnt plant word, silk
Word: 1 wih wn 1 1 W
Transliteration: |33 Maa Maa Maa Maa Maa
Meaning: to come - - - horse dog/canine
Word: 1n n 1n 1A 1
Transliteration: Gai Gai Gai Gai Gai
Meaning: - chicken - - feign ignorance
Word: Ina lna Tna 1ng lna
Transliteration: Glai Glai Glai Glai Glai
Meaning: be far - be near - -
Word: i i f i il 7
Transliteration:  pag Pee  Pée Pée Pée Pée
Meaning: English - - elder sibling, elder  to take  ghost, spirits
letter ‘P’ person, a title in dru
e front of an elder S
person’s name
Word: g1 Y 7 &1 g1 T
Transliteration:  Hag Haa  Haa Haa Haa Haa
Meaning: laugh cholera  five  ha (laughing sound) - to look/search for
Example clause and sentence
lai Tna 1] 1na
Mai Glai Mai Glai
no/not be near no/not be far = moderate distance
a1 Tyl 1] ud  Inu
Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai
wood be new no/not burn ?/Does? = Does the new wood not burn?
M 3, 1 1] 311
Maa Maa, Maa Mai Maa
dog to come horse  no/not to come = The dog comes, the horse doesn’t come.
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Note:

The five words in the sentence above have different tone marks which indicate the meaning
of each word. For this reason you must not think there is only one word in the sentence. In
Thai, the tone, written pattern, usage and context is used to determine the meaning of a

word.

Practice:

Practise how to make different tones with different sounds

Audio: Pronunciation 6 The five tones (2)

@ Video: Coming soon

Example words

. = U
Mid el 1 f 197 iy a1y
tone )
Maa Bpai Dee Rao Mun Koon
to come to go be good we/us/ours it you
v £ 1 1 a a <
Low aian 14 g an a 130
tone \ Ay \ . \ A \ Y
Sa-wud Sai Dtae Fek See Jerd
auspiciousness, to wear, to put but more, again, four seven
happiness on, to put in another
H 1 1 1 QI v v
Falling Ay 1] 1o ok Tk LA
tone
Ka Mai Chai Wing Haa Gao
a polite particle no, not, don’t, correct, right to run five nine
used by females doesn’t
AU U bbal?d alu Nitd UBJ
tone
Krub Rorn Laew Laan Saay Norng
a polite particle be hot already, then/ million left younger person,
used by males and then younger brother
or sister
Rising I KU 3 ofy VU GON
tone
Mai? Kao P&'m Chan / Naaw Sorng
a yes / no question he/she I/me/my/mine C feel cold
word (2, Is...2, Are...?, (used by males) ChUﬂ two
Am...2, Do..2, I/me/my/mine
Does...?, etc.) (used by
females)

‘If you pronounce Thai correctly with the right tones, Thai people will understand
you immediately. If you do not want to practise the pronunciation and tones you
will never be able to speak Thai.
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‘At first, you might feel strange when you move your tongue, lips and push the air
out to make Thai sounds. Do not feel embarrassed, it will take time and effort to
practise with your teacher and you will speak naturally in time.’

Jiab, Supapan Lane
Head teacher

Pronunciation and Transliteration Guide - By Supapan Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com


http://www.learnthaistyle.com

