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About The Writer

‘What is your passion?” Asking myself

In 2008 | moved from tropical Thailand to the cosmopolitan and windy city of Brighton in the UK. |
didn’t know | would become a Thai teacher back then. My English degree from Thailand didn’t help me find a
suitable job so | started working part time in a Thai restaurant like many Thais living in the UK and part time
working as a cleaner in a hotel. After a month living in the UK, | didn't like my work and | wanted to change and

do something | have a passion for; language and teaching.

| taught English to kids when | was in Thailand but | can’t teach English in the UK as I’'m not as good as
the native speakers. So, what could | do? Teaching Thai language? Would there be anyone who wants to learn
Thai around here? My husband says ‘I know you can teach so why not give it a go’. So | decided to advertise Thai

lessons in local classifieds on the internet and within a week | got my first student. | was so happy!!!

At first, I used learning resources | found from the internet, but | wasn’t happy with them, so | decided
to develop my own materials to teach my students. Up until now, | have written 9 books on Thai language. It has
taken me over 9 years of hard work developing the materials to the point where | feel they are almost complete,

but even now | still update my books frequently.

alane o lean Wyse , JUnc stan che mportar :of learning it surces O b pteac dif  ent
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Learning a language requires human interaction; there are certain things you cannot learn from a book
alone and feedback is an essential part of the learning process. | believe if you want to speak with people you
should learn with people. Therefore, to ensure you have everything you need to learn effectively, | train and
support local Thai teachers. My team of teachers are available to answer your questions, provide feedback and

guide you throughout your learning experience.

The approach | have used to develop my materials is to think about my target learners, who are adults

learning Thai as a second language; what do you want and need in order to be successful?

The Speak Thai books are the most challenging and time consuming to develop as there are so many
small little details | have to pay attention to; from transliterations, tone marks, colour coding, symbols, etc. You

can see that | am a perfectionist, can’t you?

Not only have | developed my Speak Thai Course to help people learning to speak Thai, | have also
developed a Reading & Writing Course to help foreigners learn to read and write Thai scripts using a different

approach to the traditional (and outdated) methods used in Thai schools.



Lastly, | have also developed a higher level, the Upper-Intermediate Thai Course, to help learners
who already have a good knowledge in speaking, reading and writing Thai to support improvements to their

fluency.

With my experience learning and teaching both English and Thai, | found that when you learn different
languages, especially European and Asian, you have to think differently. Each language has its own perception.
They are unique and can’t always be compared with each other. Thai language has been used for thousands of
years and it has evolved alongside many cultural factors. Therefore, in order to develop fluency in a language, you

should learn about the history, culture, personality and attitude of the people as well.

With my passion and knowledge for Thai culture and Thai language, | hope you find my books are both
informative and effective and | wish you to be a successful Thai learner. Do not give up if you find it difficult. It is
not easy to learn a language, it takes effort and time to train your brain. In order to succeed you need to be
persistent and practise. Keep repeating and asking questions and you can and will succeed! When you understand

the basics you will find it much easier to learn. Learning a language is a life skill, it never ends.

With thanks to my business partner Tom, who has been supporting and encouraging, my Mum and my
Dad who are always happy and proud of me, my sister and brother who are there for me as well as my British

family and all my friends around the world.

Avarin Lane
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How To Learn Thai Effectively

Everyone is different. Every leaner has different learning styles and aims, however, there are some skills

that all learners need to have or develop in order to learn Thai effectively and become successful.

You need the right attitude;

Be openminded (Language and culture can’t be separated from each other)
Be ready for a change (Every language is different)

Be determined and make an effort (Practice is the key to progress and success)
Be a good learner (Listen and ask questions)

Do not be afraid of making mistakes (We learn from our mistakes)

A A o o

Use what you learn in real life situations (If not, why would you want to learn?)

For the language points, you need to;
1. Understand and pronounce Thai sounds correctly
2. Understand and pronounce Thai tones correctly
3. Understand how to combine the sound elements to make a syllable and a word and pronounce
correctly
4. Understand the meaning, sense and how to use Thai words
5. Understand how to use the words you learn to construct sentences
6. Know Thai culture, customs, beliefs, personality and other factors that influence the way Thais

,eak ir . der te 2ak ! a’l oL

. rtc e rstan p no ce nd oceak Thi al ctly, yo. dlea =7 an ve
Thai speaker. Basically, if you want to speak with Thai people you should learn with Thai people;
1. Get feedback on how to pronounce Thai sounds and tones
2. Get feedback on how to use Thai words and construct sentences
3. Get feedback about Thai culture, customs, beliefs and personality
4. Practise to speak in different situations. Use role play or perhaps the teacher can take you out

to practise in real life situations.

Don’t fall into a trap. A lot of people start learning Thai from books and this could lead to
misunderstanding about the language, the pronunciation, the rhythm and convention of Thai speech,
culture, etc. You may get into bad habits pronouncing Thai words. You may think it is right but really? It will

also be hard to change if you pick up bad habits. Be sure to get feedback from native speakers.

“Learning a language is a life skill. We are not parrots”



Learning Language Factors

What is ‘language’?

Language is developed and has evolved for humans to communicate with each other. Language is a
complex system of communication. The scientific study of language is called linguistics.

Languages can be spoken (oral) and written (scripts, characters, letters or symbols), but there are
also other forms of language such as graphic writing, braille, or whistling. Oral language contains a phonological
system that forms words, and a syntactic system that governs how words are combined to form utterances,
phrases and sentences. Written language was invented upon the visual perspective of the native people and it is a
convention.

Human language relies entirely on social convention and learning. Humans acquire language
through social interaction in early childhood, and children generally speak fluently when they are
approximately three years old. The use of language is deeply entrenched in human culture. Therefore, in addition
to its strictly communicative uses, language also has many social and cultural uses, such as signifying group
identity, social stratification, as well as social grooming and entertainment.

Language evolves and diversifies over time, and the history of evolution can be reconstructed by
comparing modern languages to determine which traits their ancestral languages must have had in order for the
later developmental stages to occur. A group of languages that descend from a common ancestor is known as a

languaee family.

lools f mm! 7t s

To comnianicate by sodra, htinans nave (wo natutae coow Wina wie che ears a.._ .iouth.

To communicate by sign, humans have two natural tools which are the eyes and hands.

The human brain perceives information with different tools such as ears to listen to the sounds and eyes to
read signs/symbols.

The human brain conceives information and communicates by using different tools such as the mouth to

converse with sounds and hands as a sign or tool to write symbols.



Children learning a first language

Children learn a language by absorbing information from a young age. Their brains are like a sponge.
They start by perceiving information with their ears and eyes and they conceive the information and communicate
by making sounds that may not be understood as a language by adults.

Day by day, they mimic their mother tongue and become fluent and able to speak their mother
language. They can converse using limited vocabulary that they learn everyday from people around them or from
other resources.

After children can speak fluently, they would go to school to learn to socialise and use the language in
different situations, not just the language we are using at home but also to learn other ways to communicate, for

example to learn to read and write. At this stage, they would learn about the grammar of the language.

Adults learning a second language

Unlike children, adults do not just learn a second language by absorbing information like when they
learn their first language as a child. Adults do not absorb information easily and we require explanations to
understand something. Our brain is not a sponge any more, now it is a machine. You need to code and train it.

After we have been speaking our mother language for a number of years we get used to it and if we
never learn a second language it is hard to change the way we think about languages and communication. This is
because we may never realise or hear the different sounds in other languages and we may not realise how other
languages work differently.

Many adults think when learning a second language we should start by learning to read and write so
you can read a word and a sentence. However, they forget to think about the sounds, pronunciation and

conversation. Especially, Thai language, they are many people who can read and write Thai but cannot pronounce

mewe 'so rectly . 'dor now vte onve e turally U anauve Thai <cake
oken net teic 1 r c o .an hod, th icawdweu everyday comm ice
n. 2sig. ‘s dtsco i as. .se Hnc y commu n e methic ase te 2cor

such as messages, email, documents, road signs etc.

Adults learning Thai as a second language

As Thai has its own alphabet and the reading and writing grammar system is very complicated, it may
take months or years to memorise and pronounce all the letters correctly and understand all the grammar. As a
beginner, starting to learn Thai scripts can be time consuming as you need to learn and improve four skills at the
same time; listening, speaking, writing and reading. This is fine for some learners who have experience learning
languages, have time to practise and can wait to learn Thai conversation after they are literate in Thai script.

However, from my teaching experience, if we separate the two communication methods, Spoken and
Written language, like when we are children learning to speak our first language, we can learn faster by
concentrating on one thing at a time. Start with speaking and learn to recognise Thai sounds, how to pronounce a
syllable and a word and learn to use the words to converse. This method helps you to achieve your goal in
speaking Thai correctly and understand basic everyday conversation topics within a few hours.

So in order to teach a novice adult how to speak Thai we need to use some form of written letters to
help learners remember the sounds. You need visual tools. The best way to do this is to compare Thai sounds
with the language you are already familiar with. We call this method ‘Phonetic letters’ based on the latin
alphabet (modern European scripts). There are many Phonetic methods used by different books and schools.

There are a lot of arguments about what is the best method. In my opinion, it really doesn’t matter which
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method the teacher uses as long as the teacher can help the learners pronounce Thai correctly and speak

naturally, . (See Page 29 for Thai Style Transliteration System).

After you start to learn how to speak Thai, at some point you will feel everything is falling into place
and you are ready to start learning Thai script. You can then start to learn how to put the sounds you have learnt
through conversation into their written forms. This is no exact science, everyone is different. It may take you a few
hours, a month, a year, but basically when you feel ready you should start to learn to read and write Thai in order
to understand the language profoundly.

To be fluent (which is a very subjective term) one needs to be literate in speaking, reading and writing.

Therefore, if your aim is to be fluent, you need to improve these skills alongside each other.




Guide To Thai Style’s Materials,
Teaching Method & Lesson Plan

‘Understand the materials, lesson plan and teaching method in order to learn effectively’

Symbols : used for some purposes, grammar, etc. See below.

Example:
Vocabulary
Transliteration Thai [Function] + Meaning + (usage)
Koon @iu [pronoun] YOU (used to address a person one’s talking to)
Sa-baay duUy [feeling verb] [condition modifier] ...(someone)... be in a gOOd
condition / ...(someone)... be comfortable/
relaxed / ...(something)... be cozy
Dee A [quality modifier] ...(someone/something)... be good/nice
Sa—baayNDee ﬂ‘Uf]EJa [feeling verb] [condition modifier] ...(someone)... be well/fine
be comfortable~be good
WAL 1 wee 1) s/noc __._nworc ... after Lo mer o
ane a: temeni *~ -~ guestic whenyou vanttc nc a
»ositive’ * ‘nega’ e’ answer. b : Maim 5 ¢ uivale  tc
Do, We o oo A, o Amly o Lelishowe imor_in
Chapter 14)
Dialogue
Sentence Translation into English sentence

Transliteration:

(Koon) Sa-baay~Dee Mai?

Thai G, AUN8R VL‘VTlI Are you well? /
i Are you fine?

Translate literally: You be well/fine ?/are..?

Notes about the above example:

Black coloured letters are consonant letters. (See ‘Consonants’ page 30)
Red coloured letters are vowel letters. (See ‘Vowels’ page 35)

Tone marks are used to show the tone of a word. See below. (See “Tones’ page 44)
Latin phonetic tone mark above the
English transliteration letters

Medium | Low Falling High Rising
tone tone tone tone tone

AN A 4 w
no mark

11



- Hyphens are used to separate syllables in a word. (See ‘Syllables’ page 41)
~ Tildes are used to separate a compound word. (See ‘Compound words’ page 43)
? Question marks are used (in the transliteration) to indicate a question word. Thai
language does not use question marks at the end of a question sentence but it is
used in this material to help you to recognise question words.
(...) Brackets are used to indicate words that can be omitted from the sentence to
shorten the sentence when speaking. (See ‘Speaking personality’ page 21)
.+ .. APlusis used to indicate that the word before is a prefix word which doesn’t have
a meaning but is used to change the function of the word after it. For example;
AFINNIE : Gaan+Tuk-taay
(N5 : Gaan [noun prefi] + INNN8 : TUk-taay [action verb] to greet = greeting)
N13138U : Gaan+Rean
(M15 : Gaan [noun prefix] + 138U : Rean [action verb] to study = studying),
UniSeu : Nak/Nuk+Rean
(1IN 1 Nak/NUKk [noun prefix] + 138U : Rean [action verb] tO study = student)

Audio and Video

@ Audio: Pronunciation 1 Thai consonants

Thiss, =~ olis1 ¢ to . at « 2a cule se ‘onof yewrittenr iterico b seau o s

ot dwe e mate al T le ne can;

1. Listen online via their student Hub Page
2. Download and save on your electronic devices such as computer, MP3 player, iPad, iPod,

Phone, etc.

iBook author: The learner can instantly listen to audio by clicking the audio symbol.

\_') Video: Thai Pronunciation : Introduction to Thai Consonants (Episode 1)

This symbol is used to indicate a particular section of the written materials has video aids.

Printed written materials: The learner can watch videos online via their student Hub Page

12



Lesson plan :

This is a rough learning plan for using Thai Style’s materials during a 1 hour lesson with
your teacher. You may also choose to arrange 1.5 or 2 hour lessons. Each chapter in this

course may take 1-4 hours to learn with your teacher at a pace to suit you.

Meet and greet : 2-5 minutes
Revision period : 15-20 minutes, revising what you learnt in the last lesson and have
conversation in Thai
Learning period : 30-45 minutes. For example,
5-10 minutes: Vocabulary (section 1)
5-10 minutes: Dialogue or Questions & Answers (section 1)
5-10 minutes: Vocabulary (section 2)
5-10 minutes: Dialogue or Questions & Answers (section 2)
End of the lesson: If there is still some time your teacher can have free conversation with

you related to Thai language, Thai culture or Thai subjects.

Method :

« Contents: The content of each section contains Vocabulary, Dialogue, Questions &
Ans er aran ., B oler 1d ear < nation

« Aim- ‘eair to uilc u & ¢ of _dle , learn ow O con. uct sent cesir 3

2ostyc feoms(femoarairomr _Dand bo - e o _rsations.

« Repeating method: Repetition is the most effective way for learning and remembering.

« To learn pronunciation: Your teacher will pronounce a word and you should repeat after
your teacher, one or two times per word or per sentence. Watch your teachers lips and
tongue and mimic the movements to pronounce correctly.

« Correcting your pronunciation: Your Thai Style teacher will correct your pronunciation,
advise how to move your mouth correctly and what is the correct tone for each word.

« Understand the words and sentences: Your teacher will explain about the words and
sentences, for example, describe the meanings, how to use, when to use, and maybe what
and where is the origin of the word, such as, having roots from other languages.

« Repeating what you learn during the lessons: After your teacher has finished with the
explanation, he/she will let you repeat one more time. Then your teacher will let you
pronounce all the words or sentences on your own and the teacher will correct your
pronunciation if needed. Repetition and feedback is the key to progressing.

« Consistency: Your teacher may use this system to teach each part of the lesson, except
some small grammar parts. However, this system is flexible and depends on the content of

each lesson and your learning style.

13



« Vocabulary: We aim to get you started with basic vocabulary and in some lessons there is
extra vocabulary for you to learn and memorise in your own time.

« Grammar and structure: During some lessons, your teacher may not teach you to
pronounce everything as that lesson may emphasise more on grammar rather than
pronunciation.

« Conversation: Every lesson, you and your teacher should use a revision period to revise
what you have learnt and have free conversation in Thai for about 20 minutes before you
start learning new skills.

« Flexible teaching method: The method can be adapted to suit each individual depending
on the learning skills, previous knowledge, education background, aims of learning, etc.

« How many hours per lesson? How many lessons per week?: We recommend you attend
one or two hours tuition, 1-2 times per week. There can be lots to take in and remember
so each lesson will be adapted to suit you and there is no limit to how many hours you
can arrange to learn with your teacher. Everyone learns differently and at a different pace.

« Practice is the key: After you lessons you should practice what you have learnt with your
teacher and Thai friends. Learners who practise, even for just 15 minutes per day, will

progress much faster than those who don'’t.

Self Study / Homework :

(‘Hlf Cc+

udy “ Horr~work i~ sepa~*2d ~*~ K pe=*s to he'~ =~ practise =~ impr~ Adiffer--*
) p P P P

chillsfe cache 2t nc = h + pt

Part 1 : Listening and pronunciation skills

Aim to practise and improve listening and pronunciation skills.

Part 2 : Vocabulary and structure accuracy

Aim to practise and improve how to use words and construct sentences correctly.

Part 3 : Function

Aim to practise and improve the understanding of structure and grammar.

Part 4 : Fluency
Aim to practise and improve speaking in the right situations/conversations and improve
understanding of Thai culture, customs, personality, attitudes and other factors that

influence the way Thais speak.

Part 5 : Principles

Aim to practise and improve your basic understanding of Thai language.

13



Note to Learners

My Speak Thai Course has been developed for many different types of learners and

aims to develop fluency in both speaking and listening.
Sentence Forms

The materials teach you how to construct a sentence in a variety of different forms for
use in different situations. You may memorise only one sentence form to use in speaking
yourself, but in listening it is a little different. Because we want to help you understand Thai
people when they speak we need to teach you a variety of sentence forms. For example, if
you listen to 10 different Thai people of different ages and backgrounds speaking, they may
say the same sentence but in a variety of different forms with different levels of formality.
Therefore, in order for us to help you develop fluency and understand Thai people, we
need to explain about these different forms. Do not worry as we train our teachers to adapt

the materials to suit you, your learning style and your individual goals.
Vocabulary

Within the materials we provide lots of example vocabulary on each topic, for example;
Chanter 4 - Addressing waords (official formal, informal nalite) rude et~

Thapte 2 Far y rorc

_aser9 o lo:Sing e & dreswe ds

Chapter 23 : Body words

We have included these topics / words because every learner is different and has
different goals. For example, one student may have a Thai family and he/she would like to
know how to address relatives. Another student may work in Thailand and need to

communicate with colleagues. Your needs and aims may even change as you learn.

Our Speak Thai Course aims to develop fluency in Thai language for your individual
needs and goals. We therefore need to include these words and forms but it does not

mean you need to memorise them if they are not relevant to you.
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The principles of Thai language Part 1

"A good understanding of the principles helps you to learn That effectively and quickly’

Au1lne : Paa-sda Thai : Thai language

Origins
Thai is the native language of Thai people in Thailand. Thai language is a member of the Tai-

Kadai language family in Southeast Asia. Thai is mutually intelligible with Lao.

Note: mutually intelligible = a relationship between languages or dialects in which
speakers of different but related languages can readily understand each other without

intentional study or extraordinary effort.

Dialects

Thai has 4 main dialects;
« M lng ¥S8 AMMWINIANATS : Paa-sda Thai or Paa-sda Paak Glaang : Central region or
Bangkok dialect is the national or official language spoken and is literate throughout
Thailand. Central Thai is the dialect taught in this course as it is understood by most
Thar ¢ plefr / arot . the . ur y. (s A 2dak = =2¢gion; area @M. 3lc ng= =n al)
e« WAl " AT W f ) a saa lin Ueao “aa-sda NUL a:N-~tl rndi ac i
spoken in te nortnern region, N the formerty inmuepenaent Kingdori or Lanna wcniang imai).
It is also known as A1¥1@IUUN : Paa-saa Laan-naa or N¥1ANLIBS : Paa-saa Kum Mueang.
(Tin = region, Niea = north)
- A1AUEY W3D AMw1BE1U : Paa-sda Tin E-sdan or Paa-sia E-s3an : North-eastern
dialect is spoken in the north-eastern region, a socio-culturally distinct Thai-Lao hybrid
dialect. (Ee-saan = the name of north-eastern region)
- nw1auld w3e n1wnld : Paa-ssa Tin Dtéi or Paa-s3a Dtai : Southern dialect is spoken in
the southern region. It is also known as AMEAUINS : Paa-sda Dtaam-Pro (I¢ : Dtdi = south)

English in Thailand
AM19NgE : Paa-sda Ung-grid : English is taught in Thai schools as a foreign language and is

mostly used in business communication.

Ethnic dialects
In addition to the main dialects mentioned above, Thailand is home to other related Tai (Dai)
languages spoken by ethnic groups of people, for example;

. Fuufdn : Jeen Dtair-jiw : Chaozhou Chinese is spoken in Chinese communities in Bangkok

The Principles of Thai language Part 1 - By Avarin Lane (Kruu Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com
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- 48gy : Morn (Mon) is spoken in the Central region

- I : Thai Puan is spoken in Central, Isan and Northern-Laos regions

. rzfﬂ‘t/l : POu Thai is spoken around Nakhon Phanom Province in north-eastern Thailand

. i‘vﬂmyj : Thai Yai (also known as Shan, Thai Luang, Tai Long) is spoken in the north-west
along the border with the Shan States of Burma

. LWUT : Ka-mé_n (Khmer) is spoken along the Isan border with Cambodia

. 'l : Luee (Dai) is spoken in Northern Thailand

. @J%’ﬂmﬁa : Uu-ruk-laa-woy (Orang Laut) is spoken by Sea Gypsies in Phuket and around the
islands in the Andaman sea

Words

Thai is a monosyllabic language which means original Thai words have only one syllable (see
note below). For example, o : Por (dad), il : Mde (mum), these two words are adapted from
babies sounds made naturally when they are younsg. Original Thai words mostly have only one
syllable and have complete meaning on their own, which can be understood promptly upon

hearing.

Note: A syllable is a unit of organisation for a sequence of spoken sounds. For example,
the word water is composed of two syllables: wa and ter,

the word elephant is composed of three syllables: e, e and phant,

the «© .beg’ oris po o nrew sy ables: , ginand ne
ther dcor rar ‘ati 1s 50 0 pc .ooifiveosyllable Ccon, grat, . laand | ns.

A syllable is typically made up of a syllable nucleus (most often a vowel) with an optional
initial (main consonant) and final margins which are typically consonants (final consonants).
Syllables are often considered the phonological "building blocks" of words. They can

influence the rhythm of a language, its prosody, its poetic meter, its stress patterns, etc.

Examples:

Relatives: @ : Por (father, dad), usl : Mde (mother, mum), gn : Lauk (child), fi - Pee
(Older sister or brother; elder person; a title used in front of a elder person’s
name), 484 : Norng (Younger sister or brother, younger person, a title used in
front of a younger person’s name)

Things: 974 : Jaan (dish), W1 : Naa (Rice field), U174 : Baan (house)
Animals: %31 : Maa (dog), ka7 : Maew (cat), bn : Gai (chicken), {4+ Nguu (snake)
Nature: A : Din (soil), W1 : Num (water, liquid), I : Fai (fire), 50U : Romn (hot)

Pronouns: kil : P&'m (I, used by males only), 2u : Chin (I, used by females only), 159 : Ter
(you, to address a female), f) : Guu (I, rude word), 119 : Mueng (you, rude word)
Verbs: U : Bpai (to go), 14 : Nang (to sit), Aiu : Gin (to eat), AU : Dern (to walk)
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Classification/unit: W3 : Fliung (group of animals), Wan : Pak (group of humans or
things), Tu : Bai (leaf), AU : Ko'n (a unit word for humans), #7 : Dtua
(a unit word for animals and some figures or structures)

Adjectives or adverbs: 99U : Uan (fat), wou : Pérm (slim; thin; skinny), @ : Dee (good),

187 : Le_w (bad), 59 : Rérn (hot)
Quantity: ﬁﬁﬂ : NUeng (one), @d1 : Sérng (two), Wil : Pun (thousand), 1A : Maak (much),
yae : Laay (Many)
Gender: @17 : Saaw (female), Q)4 : Ying (female), ¥1® : Chaay (male)

Compound words

Original Thai words can be combined with other words to make a new word, called
compound words. The meanings of compound words usually relate to the the original
words but sometimes they do not relate at all. In this book, we use the tilde symbol ( ~)

to separate the Prime and Qualifier words in compound words.

Examples:
Relatives:  g@n#173 : Lauk~Saaw means daughter
combined from @n : Lauk (child) and @173 : Saaw (female)
an¥1e : Lauk~Chaay means son
combined from @n : Lauk (child) and ¥1& : Chaay (male)

Things : Y191 : ChArn~Chaa means teasnoon
¢ noine o oom s 4o hoérr sp on)ar %1 :Chaa( a)
M 1~ ¢ ne s stool

combined from #11 : Maa (horse) and i Ndng (to sit)
ﬁﬁLLﬁﬁa : Ndm~Kae'ng means ice
combined from ‘1:1;1 - Num (water) and uds : Kae’ng (hard; solid)
Animals : @61 : Stiea~Dum means panther
combined from &® : Stiea (Tiger) and #1 : Dum (black)
11819 : Maa~Laay means zebra
combined from #1 : Maa (horse) and &1 : Laay (stripe)
Nature: 191 : Fai~Faa means electricity
combined from W : Fai (fire) and 71 : Faa (sky)
Wit - Mde~Num means river
combined from il : Mde (mother; mum) and ‘1:!;’1 : Nam (water)
Verbs :  t@AuLau : Dern~Lé_n means to stroll
combined from @u : Dern (to walk) and tau : Lé n (play)
AUT™M : Gin~Kaaw means to eat/have some food
combined from fiu : Gin (to eat) and 911 : Kaaw (rice)
Adjectives or adverbs: FOUWII : Rorn~Raeng means strongly, rousing, vehemently

combined from 81 : Rérn (hot) and 134 : Raeng (strong)
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d3g¥g : Stay~Rluu means splendid, gorgeous
combined from &3¢ : Stiay (beautiful) and % : Riu (posh).

Quantity: 110178 : Maak~Maay means plentifully, abundantly, various
combined from u1A : Maak (much) and 11¢ : Maay (much)
Walyy : Yér~Yae' means plentifully; abundantly

combined from Lgag : Yér (a lot) and Ly : Yae’ (a lot).

Two or more syllable words
Original Thai words may have many syllables by adding a prefix but they still have the
same or just a slightly different meaning. It is like the natural changing of pronunciation of
some words according to attitude, personality, society, region, etc. of the speakers. In this
book, we use the hyphen symbol ( - ) to separate syllables in words that have more

than one syllable.

Examples:

- 15 : Rai means ‘What?’ or “thing(s)’ and can also be pronounced 8gls : A-rai. Nowadays,
oyls : A-raiis commonly used and 15 : Rai has become a short word of agls : A-rai used
in informal situations.

« WU : PO'm means ‘I/me/my/mine, used by males speakers’ and can also be pronounced
YN - Ga-pdm however GA-nd'm.is tised.in formal or official conversation.

<AL nan/C e ome I/ 'm min L 2d by {1 males spea’ s’ and ¢ nalse e
ponoang T il c b we erDisch s use in formal ¢ offic C ¢ avers o

« 187 : Déaw means ‘a moment, just a moment’ and can also be pronounced Uizlﬁm :

Bpra-déaw however Bpra-déaw is not commonly used any more.

Some words in Thai are borrowed from Pali, Sanskrit, Old Khmer (Cambodia),
Chinese and English, called loaned words. Usually, words that have many syllables are
not real Thai words and have roots from other languages. We can analyse loan words by

their written form and sometimes pronunciation which you can learn at a higher level.

Examples:

Sanskrit: ATIEY - Wi-Kror (to analyse), wwnel : Pded (doctor) , n5581 : Pun-yaa
(wife), lUsuald : Bprai-sa-nee (post; mail)

Pali: 3%1 : Wi-chaa (study subjects), s : Ké_d (boundary; border; area), VJﬂSﬂ :

Took (be distressed), 31aan1 : Mun-li-gaa (jasmine)
Old Khmer: 917 : Aad (maybe; might), 1a3gy : Ja-lern (prosper; flourish; thrive), U119 :
(Cambodia)  Ka-naad (size; amount), 8718 : Ta-waay (to offer [to monk; royalty; holy
spirits]), #1939 : Dtum-rdad (police), 91113 : Um-naad (authority; power),
U191y : Bung-ern (unexpectedly; accidentally; by accident; by chance),
Yule : Bun-dai (stairs; steps), law1z : Cha-por (specifically)
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Chinese: ﬁ?EJL?l'En : Guay-dtéaw (noodles; noodles soup), Léf’]ﬁ: Dtao-hGu (tofu;
bean curd), 1(51}5'414 : Dtai-foon (Typhoon), gﬁa : Yée-hor (brand; trademark),
94 : Haang (department store), '151:‘1,4 : Hoon (shares), &1 - Dtlia (ticket)

English: ADNWMBS : Korm-piw-dtér (computer), "Q‘LJL‘LJai‘aJ’lLﬁGl : Sbob-bper-maa-gé-d
(supermarket), LASAR : Kray-did (credit), N3¢ : Gaad (card), wid : Gé_d (gas),
800 : Lork (to lock), Laé‘V\I - Serb (to serve), FonlnLan : Chork-go-lé'd
(Chocolate), WinAdaa : Ché'k~Bin (to have the bills)

Tones in Thai language

Thai is a tonal language. There are five tones in Thai which are used to determine the
meaning of words; mid, low, falling, high and rising. Tones are just like a music tone that
have a pitch and can move up or down depending on the specified movement of each tone
in that particular language. (Learn more go to page 44)

Usage of Thai words and meanings
One word but with different uses:
Some Thai words can have different functions and can have many meanings depending
where it’s added in a sentence and the context; the circumstances that form the setting

for an event, statement, or idea, and in terms of which it can be fully understood and
as. sse

Exar . s:
rlew : Koorw means 1. [personal pronoun] you wuseu o address a peison who you
are talking to politely)
2. [title noun] Miss/Mrs/Mr (used as a polite title in front of a
persons first name or nickname/informal name)
e.q. aaﬂmﬁa : Koon Thomas = Mr Thomas,
AMNBY : Koon Tom = Mr Tom
3. [noun] kindness
e.g. YBUAN : Kbrb~Koon = Thanks for the kindness.
Aiu:Gin  means 1. [action verb] to eat e.g. ALY : Gin Kaaw = to eat rice/food
2. [action verb] to drink e.g. ﬁwfﬂ : Gin Num = to drink water
3. [action verb] to consume e.g. Aiug : Gin Yaa = to consume
medicine/drug
pgls : Arai means 1. [Question word] what?
e.g. Qmﬁuaﬂi : Koon Gin A-rai? = What do you eat?/ What
would you like to eat?
2. [noun] thing(s)/something/unknown thing(s)
eg. mmauaﬂiﬁﬂm%au : P&'m Chorb A-rai Tée Koon Chorb
= | (male) likes the things you like.

The Principles of Thai language Part 1 - By Avarin Lane (Kruu Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com



1 e : Naa 21

Wad: Ldew means 1. [Link/Conjunction] then / and then (used at the
beginning of a sentence or in between two sentences)
e.g. AMAUTILAIANAUEN : Koon Gin Kaaw Laew Koon Gin Yaa
= You eat food then consume/take medication.
2. [Modifier/Past tense word] already (used at the end of a
statement/sentence)
e.g. AMMDNALTILEY : Koon Tom Gin Nim Laew

= Mr Tom has drunk some water already.

Situation and feeling:

When Thais speak, we think about situations and feelings and we would use the
appropriate words for the particular situation or feeling. Our Speak Thai Course aims to
teach you common everyday conversation however we also make sure you are aware of

other forms of speech in order to help you interact and understand Thai people.

Situations:

Official (government, official correspondence or document, News, etc)
Formal (company, corporate, bank, hotel, etc)

ColloquialInformal (family, friends, street language, etc) - Colloquialism is a word,
phrase or other form used in informal language. It is distinct from formal speech or
formal writing. Colloquialism is related to, but is not the same as slang. Other examples

G ¢ oquiz cage  "ha' . lu :el or orcont cuoninspe cn.

V y for . ar ia " ti at (close f nily, cl se friends, ¢ )
Examples:
Word Form Situation Meaning
! . \ _ .7 . .
pgls : Yaang-rai’ Original Formal fquestion] how?, what way of
83l3 : Yung-ngai? Contraction Informal/Colloquial 'manner?, by what way of
_ o Very informal/ manner?
la: Ngai? Elision L INoun] the way in which, that
Familiar
98191 : Yaang~Nun | Original Formal [conjunction] in that case
2 [conjunction] SO
JU @ Neuin Elision Informal/Colloquial

Note:

Elision is the omission of one or more sounds (such as a vowel, a consonant, or a
whole syllable) in a word or phrase, producing a result that is easier for the speaker to
pronounce. (as in gonna, wanna, labor(a)t(o)ry, comfort(a)ble, fam(i)ly him (im))
Contraction is a shortened version of the written and spoken forms of a word,
syllable, or word group, created by omission of internal letters (as in It is = It’s, do not

= don’t, let us = let’s, | am = I’'m, You are = You’re)
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Polite, Neutral, Impolite, Vulgar/Rude, Swear

Examples:

Word Form Situation/Feeling Meaning

FuUsgnu : Rub~Pra-taan Original  Official/Polite

114 : Taan Original  Formal/Polite

A : Gin Original  Informal/Neutral [action verb] to eat, to drink,

Very informal/Intimate/ to consume

wan: Daek Original
Vulgar/Rude

(The feeling of this word depends on who we talk with)

Neutral noun] animal
dwi - sud Original lswear] “Animall” “You
Swear _
animall”

Other factors that influence the way Thais speak

Gender, Culture, Age, Slang, Exclamation, Onomatopoeia, etc.

Examples
Uc oI .
W R | eaning
I el |
o . [personal pronoun] |/me/my/mme (useu vy Mate
Ny Po'm Original  Gender

speakers)

y . o [personal pronoun] I/me/my/mine (used by female
QY : Chan/Chdn Original  Gender
speakers)
[personal pronoun] yOu (used to address
W : Pee Original  Culture someone who is elder than one self

[noun] elder siblings ; elder brother/sister

[personal pronoun] yOu (used to address
194 : Norng Original  Culture someone who is younger than one self

[noun] younger siblings ; younger brother/sister

o . o [action verb] [noun] an action or people, esp.
WU - Waen Original  Culture ) .
teenagers, in a motorbike gang

\d8 : Heéoi/Hery Original  Exclamation | [exclamation] Oil Hey!

NE : Pua Original ' Sound [Onomatopoeial slap ; whipping ; pop
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Written Thai and Spoken Thai:
A written Thai word may be pronounced with several different accents by changing
the sound and the tone slightly but portraying the same meaning. This may occur

according to the personality, region, customs and feeling of an individual.

Examples
Word Form Situation/Feeling  Meaning

o 5 o Written/Proper [personal
AU : Chan/Chan  Original
pronunciation pronoun] I/me/

my/mine (used by

%u : Chan/Chan  Transformed Spoken
female speakers)

Written/Proper [personal

1 : Kao Original
pronunciation pronoun] he/him/
his, she/her/hers
(used to address
LA : Kao Transformed Spoken another person

C 2 k ¢

D

a ol )

Translation:
We can’t always translate words directly into another language so in order to
understand the word you must understand the sense of that word such as understand

that it is an action verb or a noun, etc.

Different languages have different grammar and sentence structure so a sentence in
one language can’t always be translated literally into another language. In order to

understand the sentence, you may need to interpret or perceive it in a different way.

When learning to speak Thai, you must be aware of the different factors and

situations to be able to speak fluently like a native.
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Particles or untranslatable words

English and many European languages use tones to indicate mood or feeling but in
Thai we use tones to indicate the meaning of words. How do Thais indicate mood or
feeling when we speak? The answer is that we use particles or untranslatable words
added to the end of a word, clause, statement, question sentence, etc. to indicate the
mood or feeling in a conversation such as politeness, rudeness, respecting, requesting,
demanding, commanding, emphasising, sweet-sounding, angriness, encouragement or other
moods, as well as varying the formality level of conversations in different situations. They are

not used in elegant or formal writing.

There are many ‘Particles’, often untranslatable words, in Thai language. The most
common particles are ‘A5U : Krib’ used by males, and ‘A% : K&’ used by females. They
are used to indicate respect or indicate that you are speaking politely. For example;
a7af : Sa-wud-dee means ‘Hello’, but in Thai it is customary to add a polite particle after
the word &7a#f : Sa-wud-dee. So, men would say ‘@¥@AA3u : Sa-wid-dee Krdb’ and women

would say ‘@¥affy : Sa-wid-dee K&’ to greet someone politely.

Examples:
"'ord Part” ' (s’ Fee"
@ - Sa- Jc lee Gre ... . neutr. manner hich ¢ \

u - harsh

a7af : Sa-wud-dee + AU Krib / Az 1 K& Greet politely

Hello polite particle

AR : Koon - Addressing a person politely in a neutral
manner which can be a bit harsh

A : Koon + AU Kb / A% : K& Addressing a person politely in a very

You/Miss/Mrs/Mr polite particle polite manner

ozls : Arai? - Asking in a neutral manner which can be
a bit harsh

ozl3 : Arai? + AU Kib / Mg : K& Asking in polite manner

What? polite particle
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The tone of a particle can be changed depending the type of sentence
For example,
aianAy - Sa-wud-dee Ka : Hello + polite particle with falling tone = Hello
flvuAz : Dee Mai K& : be good + yes/no question word + polite particle with high tone
= Is it good?
You can see the particles in the two sentences have a different tone. The changing tone
of the particle is similar to the use of intonation in English, for example, ‘Is it good?” with

rising pitch voice/tone at the end of the sentence and ‘It’s good.” with mid tone.

Basic grammar

Words: As mentioned, we cannot specify the meaning of some Thai words when we use
them on their own as one word may have many uses. Therefore, to clarify the meaning of a

word, it depends on the context. (See usage of Thai words and meanings)

We use gender words to indicate the gender of people and animals. For example, §n¥1eg
: Lauk~Chaay translated literally means ‘offspring + male’ which is ‘son’. (8n : Lauk = [noun]
offspring, 18 : Chaay = [¢ender modifier] male)

I~ Tha .ngua 2 bje « do 1 :F vers A rlikei Ennch, ho 2verthel are s ne

excer .or Wk iy tv LU nte on.

Thai language does not have articles like ‘a, an, the and some’. For example, U101 :
Bpaak~Gaa = a pen / pens.

Grammatical numbers (singular & plural form) or indicating quantity system; when we
indicate a quantity of something, we have the grammar called classifier or unit words to
specify things. For example,
Unnmilesng ; Bpaak~Gaa Nueng Daam : pen + quantity one + unit word for pen = one pen
U1nNN1@09974 : Bpaak~Gaa SOrng Daam : pen + quantity two + unit word for pen = two pens
sauiladu : Ro’d Nueng Kun : car + quantity one + unit word for car = one car
308@83AU : Ro’d S&rng Kun : car + quantity two + unit word for car = two cars
Therefore when you learn/memorise words for things, you must also learn/memorise
the unit word.

Thai words cannot transform like in English, for example, the word ‘go’ changes to ‘went;
gone’ to indicate a past tense. In Thai, the word “lU : Bpai’ means ‘go; went; gone’, and can

be used in a sentence and have different meanings depending on the context.
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Thai does not have tense and time forms like English but we use tense words and time words
to indicate the time.

Examples:
walUtu : Por Bpai Baan. = Dad goes home. (but do not know when)
WolUU1uua : Por Bpai Baan Ldew. = Dad has gone home. (or) Dad went home.

(Laew means already = tense word)

WU : K3o Maa Baan = He comes home.

WIAAINUY : Kdo Gum-lung Maa Baan = He’s coming home.

(Gum-lung = -ing, (something) is happening right now = tense word)
Lémmﬁjml,ﬁla’nuﬁ: Kao Maa Baan MUea-waan~Née = He came home yesterday.

(MUea-waan~Née means yesterday = time word)
In conclusion, in order to change the genders, grammatical numbers, and tenses, there are

other words or contexts to clarify or explain the words or sentences.

Thai sentence structures or word order starts from left to right which is;
Subject + Explanation part

The Subject is the main thing that you are talking about
e.g. talking about oneself, ‘Wi/44 : P&'m/Chiin = | > would be the first word of a sentence, talking
about another female, ‘11 : Kdo = She” would be the first word.

The Evplapation rart is 11cad to larifiztha Subject. It corld ha:
-The " oisu ¢ ocl 1+ w!' . he ubje i< does, as/acts/f :s/ew.
-The w difie = rb d < v is sedtoc rifythe ubjectorth Verb.

For example, if we start by saying ‘101 : Kdo’, this is the subject that we are talking about. It is not a
sentence yet so we can add an explanation word to clarify what we say about the subject, for
example, ¥8U : Chorb is a verb meaning to like. So if we say ‘WI¥BU : Kdo Chorb, it means we
explain the feeling of the subject which is ‘He/She likes.”. However, it is still a vague sentence, so
one would add explanation part to clarify. ‘lWI¥RULNT : Kdo Chorb Maew = He/She like cats.” is a
complete sentence. However, the Explanation part is optional, if the sentence can be completely

understood with only the subject and a verb.

Note: In Thai, Verbs are any words used to indicate the following;

action...ccceveeeeee, e.g. torun, to walk, to eat, to jump, to go, to come, etc.
feeling.....ccceevien. e.g. be happy, be sad, be well, be fine, be shock, to love, to like, etc.
tobe i e.g. is/am/are, be, become

to have/possess.....e.g. to have/has/had, to possess, to own, to obtain/get, etc.

to do/make............. e.g. to do/does/did, to make, to create, to produce, to build, etc.

There are some words that have their own position in a sentence but Thai grammar and
sentence structure can be converted and is flexible depending on the context. You will learn
this step by step as you progress through this course.

Examples of basic statement sentences
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Subject + Explanation part
Y\
Noun + Verb + Noun + Modifier
YN\ VA VA
11 : Kdo + LY : Dern - -
he/she to walk
Wil : Maew + nsglem : Gra-dod - -
cat to jump
NU/2Y - PO'mM/Chan  + 49U : Chorb + Wi7 - Maew -
| male / | female to like cat
e : Por + 1 : Mee + W Maew  + Wy : Yér
dad to have/own/possess cat a lot

Subject + Explanation part
VA
Noun + Modifier + Modifier + Modifier
11 : Kao 1af : Jai~Dee -
he/she be good hearted
W3 - Maew 1150 : Naa~Ruk 11N : Maak 110 : Maak
cat be cute/pretty/lovely very/very much very/very much

Dar wes fhosicg 2s on nt ¢

Subject +

Explanation part + Question Word
VA Y :

Noun + Verb + Noun + Modifier + Question Word
W1 : Kdo LAY : Dern - - I : Mai?
he/she to walk ?, Does...?

W3 : Maew nsylam : Gra-dod - - Iy : Mai?
cat to jump ?, Does...?
A Koon ¥oU : Chorb Wi - Maew - avls : Arai?
you to like cat what?
Nna : Por 1 : Mee W7 : Maew Wy : Yeér T : Mai?
dad to have/own/ cat a lot ?, Does...?

possess
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+
Noun + Verb + Noun + Modifier + Question Word
1 : Ko 195 : Jai~Dee - - Iy - Mai?
he/she be good hearted 2, 1s..?
Wi - Maew ‘Li’ﬁﬂ : Naa~Ruk 11N : Maak 110 : Maak ‘]Mll - Mai?
cat be cute/pretty/ very/very very/very 2, 1s..7
lovely much much

EXAMPLE COPY
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PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

It is important to read this section thoroughly if your aim is to learn to speak Thai

using phonetic letters or transliteration. Skip this only if you can read Thai script.

What are Phonetic Letters?

There are many different practices for learning to speak a language without learning the scripts

of the language.

Romanisation is the conversion of writing from a different writing system to the Roman

(Latin) script, or a system for doing so. Methods of romanisation include transliteration, for

representing written text, and transcription, for representing the spoken word, and

combinations of both.

Phonetic transcription (also known as Phonetic Script or Phonetic Notation) is the visual
representation of speech sounds (or phones). The most common type of phonetic

transcription use a phonetic alphabet such as the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA).

Transliteration is the practice of converting a text from one script into another by writing

o pr in alet  orw Hue  th o st orresp g letters La fer ita hal Lo

wangue

Royal Thai Phonetic Alphabet (RPA) is a system used as a standard for transcribing

Thai words, names of a person, place, thing, into English.

Romanisation In Thai is called iUAWY : Tab~Sub or viuides : Tub~Séarng and
colloquially called nw1A15loLNE : Paa-sda Kaa-raa-o-ge’ = Karaoke language.

(U : Tub = place on top of, AWy : Sub = vocabulary, 1&gk : Séang = sound, A157letng : Kaa-

raa-o-ge’ = karaoke)

At Thai Style, we have developed our own system using the English alphabet as
phonetic letters. This is because we would like to compare the sounds in English and Thai
by using the English alphabet, like if you are a native English speaker learning French which

uses the same alphabet but some letters are pronounced with completely different sounds.

For example, A has 2 letters or nucleus/basis sounds which are @ and = .
We transliterate the letter or nucleus/base sound @ using the English letter D and the letter

or nucleus/base sound = using the English letters ee (as in bee), which becomes Dee.
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Within this course, we use English/Latin letters based on a southern British English or
London pronunciation. However, it doesn't matter which accent it is based on because no

English accent has perfect sound comparisons to Thai.

Thai and English are very different languages with different sounds. Even in English, we
pronounce and use our tongue differently when we speak with different accents.
Therefore, we cannot always rely on English letters to read Thai correctly. You should
learn with Native Thai Speakers to get feedback on how to pronounce the Thai sounds

correctly and how to mix the sounds to make a syllable and a word. It is very important

to learn with a native Thai speaker to receive feedback and correct your pronunciation.

Some say the ‘International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)’ is the best phonetic method to help

you learn Thai sounds. This may be true for a linguist, however, | feel IPA is a complicated
system that is not suitable for beginner language learners whose aim is to only speak some
basic Thai. If you are going to spend your time learning to read IPA for speaking Thai, why not

spend this time to learn Thai script instead?

If you just want to speak Thai, | have developed a simple phonetic system using the English
alphabet that, if you can read this, you already understand. If your long term aim is to learn

Thai script, | would advise you to start learning Thai script sooner rather than later.

Before you start speaking and learning to pronounce Thai syllables and words, it is also
important for yo1 to vnderstond whot the ~lphabet i« the differen =25 betwan the

Frglist.  .dThi a hak t nc © ~  prc ot cediff entcound< 1 Thal

. thio e dony u il amr o ~derstal T d syste, nelp
pronounce Thai syllables and words correctly. This is not only essential to be able to speak
Thai clearly but, if you choose to learn to read and write Thai in the future, it will make the

learning process much easier.

Study this section to understand Thai sounds and what English letters (or combination of
letters) we use for each Thai sound. Ask questions and get feedback from native speakers

and you will speak clearly.

What is an alphabet, a consonant and a vowel?

f19NWI/AINL9ED : An alphabet is a set of letters or symbols in a fixed order, used to

represent the basic sounds of a language.

English alphabet is a set of letters from A to Z. English vowel letters are A, E, I, O, U and

the other letters are consonants.

- Thai alphabet is a set of letters that separate into 2 sub-sets; consonants and vowels.
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WERYBUE : Pa-yun-cha-na : Thai Consonant Letters & Sounds

- There are 44 Thai consonant letters for writing.

- There are 21 Thai consonant sounds when speaking.

- Each Thai consonant letter has a tone, either medium tone or rising tone. (Thai
consonant letters in red in the table on page 3 are rising tone letters.)

- Each Thai consonant letter has a name.

- Each Thai consonant letter represents only one consonant sound. This is in contrast to

English letters, such as the letter G, which is pronounced differently in the word ‘gun’ and ‘giraffe’.

- One consonant sound can be written with different letters as specified on next page.

Practice:
1. Practise how to pronounce Thai consonant sounds

2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter/symbol for each sound

Audio: Pronunciation 1 Thai consonants
@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Introduction to Thai Consonants (Episode 1)

When pronouncing a sound, you must practise how to move your tongue, lips and
throat as well as understand how to nush the air o1t Practise with a native Thai

langu.  spea’ 4 »nd ' le . tc mak T aisoul Is correctll and natr ally.

e
1). If you count the letters in the consonant table on the next pages you will count 44 but
you will see some letters have the same pronunciation so if you count the sounds in the
transliteration column you will count 21 sounds.

2). The phonetic letter in blue are nasal sounds.

3). You do not need to memorise the Thai consonant letters to learn to speak in this course,
only learn to pronounce correctly by practising to move your tongue, lips and push the air
out of your mouth to make the sound until it becomes natural.
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter
N N9 :Gor NB LA : Gor Ga G
(Gai means chicken)
Lift the middle part of
your tongue and touch
the hard palate quickly
to make the sound.
9 9 :Jor D U : Jor Jaan J
(Jaan means plate) = te
Lift the front part of congue i
your tongue and touch ——=(
the hard palate quickly
to make the sound. voeal cord
] Y sinuses
A QB :Dor MB AN : Dor D’k D
. (De’k means child) hard A5
%] Qa + Dor o Lift the front part near . p
QE] GU{]"] : Dor Cha-daa N ﬂ to the tip of your — tongue uvula
(Cha-daa means crown) A tongue and touch the
hard palate quickly to vocal cord
make the sound.
M  §9 : Dtor M LA : Dtor Dtao ) Dt
(Dtao means turtle) e
| v - Lift the tip of your
fi 07 .Dtc Q@ AT rE K 0 touch
zpa t '( r 2 s )ad~ ha npalate qUiCkI .0
dir onar in mplem i, e e soun
Used w0 Spur ui gulde UVGSLUU\/
v
U U9 :Bor UB UL : Bor Bai-mai B

(Bai-mai means leaf)

Close your lips and
push the air out to
exaggerate the sound.

Uy Us: Bpor Ua Uan : Bpor Bplaa
(Bplaa means fish)
5 : Ris commonly pronounced &/ : L
For example, the sound 5 : R in the word ‘azls : A-rai?

means what?’ can be pronounced A-lai?
(Ask your teacher to show you. See how to pronounce &/« : L below)

Bp

Close your lips (make
the lips like you are
about to spit) and push
the air out to
exaggerate the sound.

-

\

vocal cord

98 82 : Or Aang
(Aang means basin)

8 ¥9v:0r

Note : 9 is a silent letter used in spelling
grammar, beginners who haven't learnt Thai
scripts please skip this.

AE 1,0, U

Make the sound from
your throat (close the
vocal chord) and let it
pass though the open
mouth.

sinuses

vocal cord
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Letter Read Name of letter

Phonetic Letter

1 WD : Mor 4B 11 : Mor Maa
(M&a means horse)

sinuses

M

Close the lips and push
the air out through the
mouth and the nose to
make the sound. (You
should feel the
vibration in your nose.)

N N8 D Ngor N® § : Ngor Nguu
(Nguu means snake)

Ng
Lift the back part of your
tongue to touch the soft
palate quickly and push
the air through the open
mouth to make the
sound. (You should feel
the vibration in your
nose.)

U UB Nor UB WY @ Nor NUu
(NUu means mouse; rat)

W tUBD : Nor tUB LEWT : Nor Naen

(Naen means novice monk)

N sinuses

Lift the front part of your
tongue to touch the hard
palate quickly and push
the air through the open
mouth and the nose to
make the sound. (You
should feel the vibration
in your nose.)

3798 1 Wor 98 BbWIU ¢ Wor Wden
(Wden means ring)

W
Pu ' ' ps forwar
push the air « .
the op:

mc h and the no« ‘o
Lhane w2 sound.

89 &N : Yor Yuk
(Yuk means ogre)
fU8 : Yor £UD ‘1/1@\‘1 > Yor Ying
(Ying means woman)

g UL : Yor

e

sinuses

Y

Lift the back part of
your tongue to touch
the soft palate quickly

to make the sound.

P L%E) . Ror Ruea
(Ruea means boat)

3 99 : Ror

sinuses

R

Fold the front half of
your tongue back and
the under part of your
tongue touch the the
hard palate then roll
your tongue down to
normal position to make
the sound.

8 @®:Llor @® ad: LorLing
(Ling means monkey)
W WO :Lor WO YW : Lor Ju-laa

(Ju-laa is a type of kite)

L

Fold the front part of m
your tongue to touch - -
just above your upper —=7
teeth then move the
tongue down to vocal cord
normal position to

make the sound.
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter
~ d’tl -4 ~
W WD Por W® W : PorPleng P
(PGeng means bee)
Close your mouth and
W N® : Por WA WIU : Por Paan @i%;?} use the lips to make
(Paan is a type of tray) L the sound by forcing air
° through the mouth.
H B : Por B dLANT : Por Sim-pao
(Stim-pao means junk, a flat- @L@
bottomed sailing vessel) T ==
N H®:For We W ForFia F
(Faa means lid) v omer lio ¢
ove your lower lip to
W WE] . For WE] Wu : For Fun touch upper teeth and
(Fun means teeth) force the air through
your teeth to make the
sound.
0 09 :TOr 09 g4 Tor Téong T
(TOong means sack ; bag)
g 39 TOr 5§ $7U : Tor Tsan Lift the fro.nt part near
Efféaﬁ means base) o the tip of your
tongue to touch the
N N9 :Tor 189 NMIT : Tor Ta-haan hard palate just above
(Ta-haan means soldier) your teeth quickly to
make the sound.
§ §9:Tor g §4:TorTo'ng
(To’ne means flao) %
| ;0 2 ,:Tc 1@ .N: . M o -
| o'r o e ale .....cter ; A
ir ¢ ssic Thopl o) ===
Al @B : Tor @I HLAIN : Tor PuuTao
(PGu-Tao means old person)
Y YD KOr U M : Kor Kai (Kai means egg) K
9 98 : KOr 98 UM : Kdr Kuad , .
(Khuad means bottle) - obsolete Lift the middle of your
tongue to touch the
A AR : Kor A® AIY : Kor Kwaay hard palate quickly to
(Kwaay means water buffalo) make the sound.
A A : Kor A8 AU : KorKo'n
(Ko’n means person) - obsolete
9 99 : Kor %8 T894 : Kor Ra-kung
(Ré-kung means bell)
=
d @9 :Sor &8 Ld® :Sor Siuea (Stiea means S
tiger)
. . Move the middle part
fi @D sor B FIA1: Sor Saa'taa"”%‘\ = of your tongue up to
(Sda-laa means pavilion) . almost touching the
. cx = o R hard palate to make
Y WO S0 W qﬂf‘* : S0r Rue'see. test. fricative sound by
(Rue-sée means hermit) forcing air through
T Y9 :Sor &g 14 : Sor o (S6 means chain) narrow channel.
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Letter Read Name of letter Phonetic Letter
Q20 : Chor 20 29 : Chér Ching @( Ch
(Chinyg means cymbals) ™ Lift the front part of
¥ VD : Chor Y8 VY19 : Chor Chaang your tongue to touch
: and hard palate quickly
(Chaang means elephant) to make fricative sound .
Bl 8B : Chor 908 ALLEUD : Chor (Ga)-cher by forcing air through a
( (Ga)-cher means bush; tree ) narrow channel.
The word ‘Ga-cher’ is not used in
speaking any more.)
W 9O : HEr 8 AU : Hor Heeb _, H
(Heeb means chest)
Make the sound from
3] g9 : Hor 89 ‘Llﬂ%ﬂ > Hor No’k~htuk your throat (leave the

(NO’k~htuk means owl) vocal chord open) let
the air pass though the

open mouth.

d9% : Sa-ra : Vowel Letters & Vowel Sounds

- There are 28 vowel letters separated into 3 groups: sinele, combined and extra vowel
lette -

- The :

e 2 e u - v oier speaking

- Each vowel letter represents only one vocal chord sound which Is contrast to ‘A, k, |, O,

U’ in English where one letter can be pronounced with more than one sound, for example

the letter A/a in the words April, apple, father, adore are pronounced differently.

Practice:

1. Practise how to pronounce Thai vowel sounds (single, combined and extra vowel sounds)

2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter/symbol for each sound.

Audio: Pronunciation 2 Thai Vowels

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Introduction to Thai Vowels (Episode 5)

Note:

1). If you analyse the vowel sounds when you pronounce them you will notice that each

movement / position in the mouth has both a short sound and long sound.

2). You do not need to memorise the Thai vowel letters to learn to speak Thai. Only learn to

pronounce correctly by learning and practising to move your tongue, lips and push the air

out to make the sound until it becomes natural.
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d521A87 18 1§84 : 18 single vowel sounds

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Single Vowels (Episode 6)

18 Single
Vowel letter

9 movements/
positions in the Phonetic Letter

Similar

Sound in English

Example words

mouth
and; to;
o 1 aonu adore /up N Ga estimate
movement / (Short SOUnd) %Jﬂ : Ruk tO Love
position in the
crow, to
- mouth ad father, mother A1 : Gaa
(long sound) mark
. 1 ! sick, nip U : Bi to tear
movement / (short sound)
~ position in the -
- mouth e see, bee A : Dee good
(long sound)
similar to .
E 1 ue “qon 9 : Ue poo
movement / (short sound) du” in French
- position in the Lee similar to -
- : hand
a mouth (Long Sound) «duen in French 3\'@ . Muee
A - DU to scold
- 1 U (0 OO look, book .
9 over -/ sh . _. ‘d) a, - ’)k o tu
pc tior 1 e
- ol N - tc 700 v Rr y crat
Y (lony sound) v
L-% 1 e neck, leg 1§y - Dter  to kick
(short sound)
movement /
position in the ay, e W : Tay to pour
b- mouth - day, say : R
(long sound) AU : Lé n toplay
-2 1 ae at, cat LAy : Lae’ and
movement / (short sound)
position in the 3e
bb- mouth air, bear LN : Gae  you, he, she
(long sound)
1g L o poke 1y :Bpo totop
movement / (short sound)
position in the o
1- mouth ¢0,50,load  1p : Dto  be grown

(long sound)
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L-18 1 or not, lot LAY+ KOr to knock

movement / (short sound)
position in the
or

-9 mouth or, door N : Por  be enough
(long sound)

er ) )
B9 ! the laey : Lér dirty
movement / (short sound)
position in the er

b-® mouth were 198 : Jer  to meet
(long sound)

Note: The English letters used in the materials are a phonetic letter or symbol only.
There are no English letters that can be compared perfectly to any Thai consonant or
vowel sound. For example, we use A/a for the short sound -¢ (Sara A) as in adore. You
can’t change the sounds to father (long sound aa) or man (long sound ae) as you can in
English.

We use a standard Thai pronunciation and spelling system to help you
understand the pronunciation of each word using English letters.

For example,

Qg . ery K 0i 22 ‘€ er 4 dto’

Corour Jhonetics, ste h, o otpre coocl iory al Tary oowve o)
in English. You must read it using the Thai pronunciation and spelling
system which is;

a consonant A : K + vowel -8 : er + final consonant & : y

Pronunciation and Transliteration Guide - By Supapan Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com



P11 e : Naa 38

How to pronounce the 18 Single vowels

When pronouncing a sound, you must practise how to move your tongue, lips and

throat as well as understand how to push the air out. Practise with a native Thai

speaker and you will be able to make Thai sounds correctly and naturally.

Front part of the beginning

of the tongue

Back part of the beginning of the tongue

stretch mouth

stretch mouth

round mouth

short sound | long sound | short sound | long sound | short sound | long sound
_ [ ee ue uee U (on OO uu
lift the
a = = = _
tongue to - - - -8 . :
high level | movement / position in the | movement / position in the | movement / position in the
mouth mouth mouth
lift the e’ ay (n € er er o’ O
tongue to
° - - -0 -9 & 1-
almost high
l l movement / position in the | movement / position in the | movement / position in the
eve mouth mouth mouth
L the €’ 2 e O
tong: to A
g Y - b= -t
e Jdiu
movement / position in tne movement / pusition in the
level
mouth mouth
a (on U aa
move the
v
tongue to v -

lower level

movement / position in the

mouth
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dAssideanEy 6 19 : 6 combined vowel sounds

A combined vowel sound is a sound formed by a rapid movement of two single vowel

sounds in a single syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and moves towards

another (as in coin, loud, and dual). In English and some other languages, it is called

diphthong. Often contrasted with monophthong, triphthong.

There are only 6 combined vowel sounds in Thai. See the table below.

How to pronounce the 6 combined vowels

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Combined Vowels (Episode 7)

6 3 Similar
imi
combined movements/ Combined . . )
Transliteration Sound in Example words
Vowel  positions in from .
English
letters  the mouth
= onomatopoeia
4y ea’ ear - ‘ .
f—lgg 1 ) (with glottal  bNEJY : Pea’ of slapping
movement / I + a (short sound) stop) sound
position in the =~
| Lo wuth . ar ) e:) ear [': g, es wite afc ay
s | E ag Hun
— - - AV A W ! | p—
: + - _.natc . oeia
P v ’ =] N
-8 1 uea pure  LOBY : Uea’ of vomiting
movement / ue + a (short sound) sound
position in the 4 1
- _|_ -
= mouth uea pure 57 - boat
-9 (long sound) 199 : Ruea boa
uee + aa (long sound)
by onomatopoeia
v LT ua’ y \ .
Y 1 (hort sound) sewer  f9y : Pua of slapping
movement / u+a Snort soun sound
@ position 1[?1 the ot -1 ua . P husband
_’] mou tour N’J . Uua (informal)
uu + aa (long sound)

‘Phonetic letters are not a perfect substitute for

Thai letters. The pronunciation of English language is

subjective depending on an individual’s accent. If it

helps you to remember the Thai sounds, you can

write the phonetic letters in your own way.’
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A4524AY : Extra vowels

An extra vowel letter is used to represent a sound formed by one single vowel sound and
one final consonant sound in a single syllable, in which the sound begins as one vowel and
moves towards the final consonant sound. It is a lavish use of Thai spelling srammar that is
not needed but used to diversify the spelling system. This is why they are called ‘Extra

vowels’.

If you are learning to speak Thai using phonetic letters, you do not need to learn the Thai

letters. You just need to remember what English letters are used to transcribing what sound.

The Phonetic Letters for Extra vowels in Thai language

@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Extra Vowels (Episode 8)

Combined : :
Extra : P ;
¢ fromor . . Similar sound :
Vowel . ‘Transliteration: ] ; Example
i modified . in English
letters - -
from
o Coytu »
-1 é é am é Tam N1 : Tam = to do/make
a4 m  (shortsound)
| ‘ + _ 1U ©opadr o te o, te dep ort |
‘l— /2. Bi, M 2 .
| AN ) S ot e ﬂﬁﬂ 2 aAl=!a  minc
TR N ao )
b-1 é é - Chao, Cow W1 : KAO = he/she/him/her
' a+w  (shortsound)

WegYYULVINg : Pa-yun-cha-na Taay : Final consonant letters and sounds

- There are 34 consonant letters used as final consonant letters.

- There are 8 positions / movements in our mouth used to represent the 8 final
sounds in Thai syllables. (1 position / movement = 1 final sound)

- A final sound in Thai words are partly pronounced (not fully pronounce like in
English). For example, ‘hot” with ending sound ‘t’, ‘hod” with ending sound ‘d’. Thai
people who don’t know English very well pronounce these two words the same without
emphasising the last sound ‘t” or ‘d’ as this is what they are used to in Thai language.
Another example the word ‘stop’ in English, if Thais pronounce this word, they would
pronounce the ‘p’ but stop the sound before the friction ‘p” sound comes out.

- In the Thai spelling system, there are 4 important elements in Thai syllables, which are

the main consonants, vowels, final consonants and tones.
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- In Thai language, there is only one final sound in each syllable. There are no final
consonant cluster sounds in Thai words like in English words, for example the word ‘fast’
in English, f is a main consonant sound, a is a vowel sound and s + t are the two final
sounds which are clustered together. More examples; pits, prawns, down, belt, mixed,
selves, etc.

Practice:
1. Practise how to pronounce final sounds in Thai syllables and words.
2. Memorise the English letter used as a phonetic letter / symbol for each sound /

movement / position if you have not learnt Thai scripts.

Audio: Pronunciation 3 Final Consonants
@ Video: Thai Pronunciation : Final Consonant Sounds

Note:

1.) You can see in the table that for one final sound/movement/position there are one or more letters
that can be used to represent the sound when writing. For example, N1U and N1@, as you can see they
have different final consonants but we pronounce them in the same way, which is ‘Gaan’.

2). You do not need to memorise the Thai final consonant letters to learn to speak Thai. Only learn to
pronounce correctly by learning and practising to move your tongue, lips and pushing the air out to make
the sound until it becomes natural.

final tongue

Final position/ Letter used to
0. 2N7 ¢ M eme Tore ch Tran: n mpl- 1s
|crou;. - me « nd st nd
[ o e AL H A )
MaZNGf;?éaa None None None A - Dee good
wainn \
Mée Go’ k N neYAa g/ k 1n:Jaak from
waing FANOND .
Mde Go'd f 44 d WA PGud  to speak
NENY YA Y
wainy < . be hurt, be in
Mée Go’b U uudwa b Wwu:leb o,
AU o o l/me/my/mine
Mée Go'n U UUYTANW n AU : Chan (used by female)
wsiny X, //me/my/mine
Mde Go’m 4 4 m Wil : PO'm (used by male)
Waing v ,
Mde Go'ng N N ng 419 : Chaang elephant
wiiing , \
Mde Gery g g Y Q1w Jaay/ topay
(similar to final sound i in english) Jaal
WaLND? v n
Mde Gwerw g g w LN @ Gdew slass, cup
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izUUﬁJﬂﬂ’iﬁﬁUﬂﬂiaﬂﬂLaﬁNLLaSﬂﬂiﬁzﬂﬂ :
Standard Thai Pronunciation and Spelling System

Every language is different. When you learn Thai, you need to understand how we
pronounce syllables and words. You cannot just think you can read/pronounce Thai scripts

or transliterations like when you are reading English.

A Thai syllable is constructed by combining 2, 3 or 4 nucleus sounds with a tone. Every
Thai syllable has its own tone and the sound of each syllable is not influenced or
changed by adjacent syllables. Learn about tones on page 44

Practice:
1. Understand and practise how to pronounce Thai syllables and words.

2. Memorise the system using English transliteration if you have not learnt Thai scripts.

Audio: Pronunciation 4 Thai syllable sound system

@ Video: Coming soon

Pronouncing Thai syllables and words Note : Original Thai words have only

A

wodytheo 2syl' Hle: —ne syllab!  “'awever ' e are

words tF have mc  than e
Asy oSlew 2. nuc 2 5y d

syllable. wea pu ome: rd: -om

or .
otner languayes. Also, tirne, region and

—— society can change the way we

. Aconsonant sound + A vowel sound pronounce some Thai words.
Examples;

= = . .

m+- =M = D+ee =Dee midtone (be good/nice)
d4+-17 =¥ : M+aa =Maa midtone (to come)

a+b¥ =g : L+e =Lé hightone (be soggy/mushy)

................................................................................................................... tone

A consonant sound + A vowel sound + A final consonant sound

Examples;
A+-+a =0 : D+ee+d =Deéed low tone (to flick)
+-1+4n0 =410 : M+aa+k =Maak fallingtone (very/much/very much)
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A+r+n =@n : L+e+k =Lék high tone (be small)

« A syllable with an extra nucleus sound or consonant cluster sound (td89a2Unan)
Consonant 5:r, 8@ : land 2 : w are used after a main consonant as a cluster sound.

tone

Consonant cluster sqtinds

st consonant sound + 2nd consonant sound + A vowel soun

Examples;

Y+7+-1 =9 : K+w+aa =Kwaa risingtone  (right)

N+a+L-0 =WNae : P+l+er =Plér risingtone (be careless, be negligent)
B+9+-1 =831 : Dt+r+aa =Dtraa mid tone (brand, seal, imprint)

tone

Examples;

V+3+-1+3 =9I K+ w+aa+ng =Kwaang rising tone (to obstruct)
Woa el = U T+ o+ =P id tons  =njor njoy
M+ +-1 A = 3§73 4 a-d = ..l low one(nar rofa o

note:

1. In informal pronunciation or speaking (lazy way of speaking), Thais like to omit the 5 : r and
a : L consonant cluster sounds from a word, for example ASU : Krib changed to AU : Kub
(5 : ris omitted), UYan : Bplaa changed to U1 : Bpaa (@ : L is omitted)

2. There are no final consonant cluster sounds in Thai words like in English words, for

example; fast, pits, prawns, down, belt, mixed, selves, etc.

A word with more than one syllable:

tone tone tone tone

o syllablem:} - a syllab(é.t} - (a syl(ab(e)..‘:} (a sy(lab(ejj} e = A WORD

Every Thai syllable has its own tone and the sound of each syllable is not influenced
or changed by adjacent syllables.

. 2 syllable words

dg+-¥ - U+-1+8 =g@uy (be comfortable, be relax, be in a good condition)
S+a - b+aa+y =Sa-baay
low tone - mid tone
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8 +-¥ + 3 - 9+-v+8 =839 (how?, what way?, which way)
Y+a/u+ng - ng+a+y/i =Yung-ngai?
mid tone - mid tone
. 3 syllable words
d+-v - 14+-¥+0 T = @%dn  (hello)
S+a - w+au+d - d+ee = Sa-wud-dee
low tone - low tone - mid tone
. 4 syllable words
WAHTH- 40 - @+-2 - W+ - A+LT+HU = NQUAIAN (May)
P+r+ue+d - s+a - p+a - k+o +m =Priued-sa-paa-ko'm
high tone - lowtone - midtone - mid tone
. 5 syllable words
WHT+-+0 - @+-¥-3+- - N+-1 - 8+ ¥ +U = WAINIGU (Novernber)

P+r+ue+d - s+a - j+i g+aa - y+0 +n =Priued-saji-gaa-yon

high tone - low - low - mid - mid

A compound word: (See page 18)

AWOrD ~* Wor™ ~... =" "29M"DUND '*"~"D
Exe . ‘es;
VU ~ A = YBUARd  (thank/thank for the kindness)
Korb ~  Koon = Korb~Koon (low tone ~ mid tone)
thank ~ kindness/virtue
Wl ~ i = W (river)
Mae ~  Num = Mae ~Num (falling tone ~ high tone)
mother/mum ~ liquid/fluid/water/juice
H v = T v <
UM ~ AN ~ LN = UIANLUY  (frost)
Ndm ~ Kaang ~ Kdeng = Num~Kaang~Kaeng (high~high~rising)
liquid/fluid/  ~  toremain/ ~  be solid/
water/juice to stay over night be hard

Note: Elisions and contractions only occur in some compound words which will be noted
in this book. Therefore, when you pronounce syllables or words you can’t merge the
final consonant sound of a syllable/word with the main consonant sound of the

following syllable/word.
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N <& : Naa 45
Example; @af (hello) = Sa-wud-dee can’t be merged to Sa-wadee (wud-dee) or Sa-wa-ee
YouAM (thank) = Korb~Koon can’t be merged to Korboon (Korb~Koon) as in thank you to
thankou

\He97330u8nALdeS : The five tones in Thai language

Thai is a tonal language. There are five tones; mid, low, falling, high and rising, which are
used to determine the meaning of words. Tones are just like a music tone that have a pitch
and can move up or down depending on the specified movement of each tone in that

particular language.

The five tone pitch graph

The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like
a music tone. See the graph below.

High .
Fa"lng sinuses
High pitch )
~—
lips —>» tongue <—uvula
Medium pitch teeth /
(-l— vocal cord
L pitr T I
Stm h w | Stc  itc \ \\
ic vi m ve theto _ “reach

Tones are made by changing the level of the root of your tongue when making sounds. The
higher position of the root of your tongue, the higher the tone you are able to make. The
lower position of the root of your tongue, the lower the tone you are able to make. The
pictures below show you how to move your tongue root to make the five tones in Thai

language.

Medium tone :
Mid level pitch
and stable

sound.

Low tone : Low
level pitch and

stable sound.

Pronunciation and Trans Q

Tip : The tongue stays flat in a comfortable position (mid
level) and does not make any movement. Make a long
sound R..... Like when your dentist asks you to open your
mouth.

T

Tip : The root of the tongue stays still in low position. Drop
your chin and make a long low pitch sound R.... Like you feel

@ a little disappointed.

Tip : The root of the tongue falls from the
highest position to the lowest, dropping your
chin while making a long falling sound R...

Like when you just realise something or
\I/\‘)H%Uﬁg%ﬂéﬁde @%%%()Séﬁzeocﬁ‘) www.learnthaistyle.com

Q
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Falling tone :

] ) Tip : The root of the tongue moves from a
High level pitch mid to high position. Open your mouth wide
then fall to low and make a long sound Ouch... Like when
level pitch. Q you try to indicate that it hurts. Or try a very

short pitch sound A... when you try to stop
someone from doing something.

High tone : High

level pitch and Tip : The root of the tongue

stable. moves from a mid position
to a low position, then rises
up to it’s highest position.

This tone is similar to when
you ask a question in English
and raise your tone at the

Rising tone :
end of the sentence.

Start from a mid
level pitch which
falls to a low
pitch then rise
back to high
pitch.

riac ‘c .
.Und  and 4 act 2 7 /1 o wafer (ttone or tne samr. sound
. .\/K_.T\OFIJ\. (W] |e Latl.. p| .OHLUC -l.une -ﬂarkS US\.u uo d B ARNISASA ]COF ea(_l. \.\Jl]e |f y\JM -Idve ||\)t

learnt Thai scripts

Audio: Pronunciation 5 The five tones (1)

@ Video: Coming soon

Latin phonetic tone mark above the
English transliteration letters

Medium | Low Falling High Rising
tone tone tone tone tone

AN A V4 v
no mark

Every sound/syllable has a tone. It depends what sound/syllable with what tone is

designated as a word (have meaning). One word can have one or more syllables.

Example words

Tone: Mid Low Falling High Rising
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Word: Tua v gl 1] 141 T
Transliteration: Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai
Meaning: micro-phone be new burn/be no, not wood, yes/no question
burnt plant word, silk

Word: 111 Y EU IRV F ity 17 111 N
Transliteration:  \j55 Maa Maa Maa Maa M3a
Meaning: to come - - - horse dog/canine
Word: T 1A 5 I
Transliteration: Gai Gai Gai Gai Gai
Meaning: - chicken - - feign ignorance
Word: 1na 1na na na 1na
Transliteration:  Glaj  Glai Glai Glai Glai
Meaning: be far - be near - -
Word: ﬂ ﬂ ﬁ ﬂ 174:]’ ﬂ
Transliteration:  pag Pee  Pée Pée Pée Pée
Mean. neli elder bling, elder = o tak. Jhost pi s

e ar pers lein drue

\ fron Hf an elder )
or me

Word: g1 ‘Vi’] ‘1}?’] ‘eﬁl’] éJ'] N1
Transliteration: 155 Haa  Haa Haa Haa Haa
Meaning: laugh cholera  five  ha (laughing sound) - to look/search for
Example clause and sentence
i Tna Tai 1na
Mai Glai Mai Glai
no/not be near no/not be far = moderate distance
a1 Ty 1] gy
Mai Mai Mai Mai Mai
wood be new no/not burn ?/Does? = Does the new wood not burn?
e 31, 31 Tad 311
Maa Maa, Maa Mai Maa
dog to come horse  no/not tocome = The dog comes, the horse doesn’t come.
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Note:

The five words in the sentence above have different tone marks which indicate the meaning

of each word. For this reason you must not think there is only one word in the sentence. In

Thai, the tone, written pattern, usage and context is used to determine the meaning of a

word.

Practice:

Practise how to make different tones with different sounds

Audio: Pronunciation 6 The five tones (2)

@ Video: Coming soon

Example words

Mid

tone

Low

tone

Fallir,

tone

High

tone

Rising

tone

N
Maa

to come
GRGA

Sa-wud
auspiciousness,

happiness

2

Ka
a polite particle
used by females
U
AU
Krdb
a polite particle
used by males

Ty
Mai?

a yes / no question
word (2, 1s..2, Are...2,
Am...2, Do..?,

Does...?, etc.)

1
Bpai
to go
1d
Sai

to wear, to put
on, to put in

no, not, don’t,
doesn’t

Sou
Rorn
be hot

NIl
Kao
he/she

ho))]

Dee
be good

Lb&)
Dtae

but

A\l

2
Ch

correct, right

Ao

Laew
already, then/
and then

W

P&'m
I/me/my/mine

(used by males)

b3

Rao

we/us/ours
=
RIA
Fek
more, again,
another

anu
Laan

million

a1
Chan /
Chn

I/me/my/mine

(used by
females)

U

Mun

feel cold

Koon

you
=3
9
Jed

seven

b

d0

nine
¥
U
Norng
younger person,

younger brother
or sister

BN
Sorng

two

‘If you pronounce Thai correctly with the right tones, Thai people will understand

you immediately. If you do not want to practise the pronunciation and tones you

will never be able to speak Thai.’
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‘At first, you might feel strange when you move your tongue, lips and push the air
oul to make Thai sounds. Do not feel embarrassed, it will take time and effort to
practise with your teacher and you will speak naturally in time.’

Jiab, Supapan Lane
Head teacher

Pronunciation and Transliteration Guide - By Supapan Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. © 2008-2019 www.learnthaistyle.com



1 &< : Naa 48

CHAPTER 1

Greeting

UNTIUTNE N159InN18 Bo’d Tée~Nleng Gaan+Tuk-taay

Section 1 : Formal greeting

Vocabulary Audio: 1.1

‘Learn how to move

@ Video: Speak Thai 1.1 Formal Greeting Vocabulary

and place your tongue to let the sounds come out naturally®

Phonetic Thai [Function] + Meaning + (usage)

Sa-wud-dee a’?ﬂa linterjection] Hello, Goodbye (used to greet and to say goodbye formally)

PO'm AN (Pronoun] I/mMe/my/mine (formal/polite word, used by males)

Chiin /Chan QU [Pronoun] I/mMe/my/mine  (formal/polite word, used by females)

Koon ﬂm [Pronoun] YOU (used to address a person (any gender) you are talking to)

Sa-baay AUNY  [Feelingverb] be in a good condition, be comfortable, be
cozy, be relaxed

Dee 3 [ - m fied 2 dod, t :nice

Sh-Fuay D e U U6 re ) bibew Il he ne

be comfortable~be good

M3i? JRYEY
Kriib ASU
(used by males)

K& Ay

(used by females)

The five tone pitch graph
The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like
a music tone. See the graph below.

High
Falling

High pitch
Rising

Medium pitch Medium

Low pitch

Start pitch Stop pitch

Latin phonetic tone mark above the
English transliteration letters

Low
tone

Medium
tone

Falling
tone

High
tone

Rising
tone

\ AN 4 7

no mark

[Question] yes/no question word, used after a statement to change a
statement into a question when you want to know a ‘positive’ or
‘negative’ answer. vy - Mai? is equivalent to ‘Do...7, Would...?, Are...7,
Is...?, Am...?"” in English. (Learn more in Chapter 14)

Yes.
1. used as a polite response to someone addressing you.

* [Exclamation word] (used in two situations

2. used to politely acknowledge or encourage someone to continue
speaking.)
* [Particle] (used when finishing a word, clause, statement, question
sentence, etc. to show politeness or to speak politely)

For example, @3@@ : Sa-wiid-dee means Hello. However aiafinsu/ag :
Sa-wud-dee Krub/Ka is more polite.

‘Transliterations and phonetic letters are not a
perfect substitute for Thai letters. The pronunciation
of English language is subjective depending on an
individual’s accent. If it helps you to remember the
Thai sounds, you can write the transliterations in

your own way.’

Chapter 1 : Greeting - By Avarin Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. - © 2008-2019 - www.learnthaistyle.com
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Phonetic Thai [Function] + Meaning + (usage)

Korb~Koon UaUuUAgd Ve Phrasel Thank, Thank for you kindness
q
thank~kindness (a compound word of Korb (thank) and Koon (kindness) which must be
used together to express gratitude to someone)

Laew Wa [mime modifier] and then, then (the completion of an event before next)
(used at the beginning of a statement, between statements, before yes/no question words or after
a Wh-question to indicate a sequence of actions and to make the event flow)
Note : ud : Laew has another use and meaning, see Section 3 in this Chapter.

La 317 [Particle] (used at the end of a word, clause, statement, question
sentence to refer to what we just talk about, often used in the sentence that has ‘U&7 : Ldew’ at the

beginning.)

‘Forget English grammar when you speak Tha’

Dialogue #1351 : Daa-raa and 11U : Maa-no’b greet each other in a formal situation.

Audio: 1.1 @ Video: Speak Thai 1.1 Formal Greeting Dialogue

Speaker Sentence Translation

Daa-raa:  Sa-wud-dee K3

137 v A 1 H
G060 Az ello
Hello £ peé <ew 1b  males)

Maa-r Se 0e b

oom) 4 < a [ He
G052 AU o
Hello polite particle (used by males)

Daa-raa:  (Koon) Sa-baay~Dee Mai?  Ka

A3 Are you well? /
(M)  @uned (SR SR
You be well/fine ?/are you?  polite particle Are you fine:
................................................................................................................. sed By emales) e
Maa-no’b:  (PO’'m) Sa-baay~Dee Krub
LUN: = v
(W) AUNYn AU | am well. / | am fine.
I/me/my/mine be well/fine polite particle
.......................... e B e ) e IO Y ) e
Korb~Koon Krdb
mauam Asu Thank you.
thank (for the Kindness) _ polite particle (wed bymales)
(Laew) Koon La?  Krub
)y | ) And you? /
(L&) A dr AU

How about you?
and/then/and then  you referring  polite particle Y

particle (used by males)
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Daa-raa:  (Chdn) Sa-baay~Dee Ka

U = 1
A9 (2U) Auan Y | am well. / | am fine.
I/me/my/mine be well/fine polite particle
(used by females) (Used by females)
Korb~Koon  Ka
YOUREY Ay Thank you.
Thank polite particle (used by females)

Grammar & Lancuage Points

The five tone pitch graph

The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like

1

a music tone. See the graph below.

. You do not need to add a polite particle at the end of every High

High pitch Falling

Rising

sentence. Usually, it’s added with a3af : Sa-wud-dee for first
impressions and then you can use the polite particle Medium pich

Medium

sometimes to make the conversation flow, to be consistent

Low pitch

and harmonised. st S ptch
. . . Latin phonetic tone mark above the
. The tone of the female polite particle when making a English transliteration letters
. . 1 A . Medium  Low Falling High Rising
statement is a Falling tone (A% : Ka) which naturally changes fone  ftone  tone fone tone

A I4 AV
no mark N

to a High tone (A2 : K4) when added at the end of a question.

. Thai sentence structure or word order starts from left to right which is -

Subject + Explanation part (See Principles page 26)

The oject ¢ {of °n' r e wh? th speake ic*lkinga >ut. For ¢ ample

)
)

Th se =2n - vc v L a >u hespe erso esihjectw dis |
‘The pen is black.” is about the pen so the subject word is ‘pen’, and

‘How are you?’ is about the person the speaker is talking to so the subject word is “You’.

.In Thai conversation, when the subject of the sentence is obvious, it can be omitted. See

the subject word in brackets shown in the dialogue above.

.In Thai, words used to show the feeling of oneself are verbs which is different to English.
Feeling words in English are adjectives and need to have ‘is, am or are’ in front of them.
For example;
| am well. (be well = feeling word) = duauef : Chiin Sa-baay~Dee = | (be) well.,
| am glad. (be glad = feeling word) = au8uf : Chiin Yin~Dee = | (be) glad.

Note: When you see the word ‘be’ in front of vocabulary in this book, it means you do

not need to use the word ‘be’ again as it would be double be.

7. Verbs in Thai language are words used to describe feelings, actions, state, or

occurrence and come after the subject in a simple sentence. Example verbs;

Ala : Dee~Jai = be happy (feeling of oneself)
§n : Ruk = to love (feeling towards another)
LU : Dern = walk (action)
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911 : Tum = to do, to make, to create (action)

L‘cﬂu, Ao, agj : Bpe'n, Kuee, Yuu = to be, is/am/are (state)
AR : Gérd~Kaen = to happen (occurrence)

8. A yes/no question word comes after a statement to convert a statement into a question

sentence. Example;

’ Statement = Subject v

Verb - Translation
Koon Sa-baay~Dee
AR AU18h You are well/fine.
you be well/fine
Question sentence = Subject v Verb Question word Translation
Koon Sa-baay~Dee Mai? You are well/fine?
Ao au1e T Are you well/fine?
be well/fine ?/ Are..?

9. To answer the question word vy Mai?, you must answer with the main word that the

speaker would like to know. Example;

’Question sentence = Subject Verb ¥ Question word Translation
Koon Sa-baay~Dee Mai?
Aol . You are well/fine?
; dunef v
be well/fine ?/ Are..?
N
| St~remert = Supject Verb Translatior
Lon. 7 .aveans = P ., /C!' Sa-t av Dee -
43 dul 2 ‘'am el fine.
I/me/my/mine be wellnne
Short positive answer - Sé—baay~Dee
dUYh Well. / Fine.
be well/fine

As you can see above, the speaker would like to know if you are well/fine or not well/fine.
So you can answer either;
Positive @U18f : Sa-baay~Dee = be well/fine or

Negative @U@ : Mai Sa-baay~(Dee) = be not well/fine.
Remember ‘The answer for the vyes/no question word 1#% : M&i? is in the question.’

(Learn more about negative modifiers in Chapter 2 Section 3, Learn more about neutral feelings in
Additional vocabulary at the end of this chapter)

10. w87 ...(subject)... 827 : Laew ...(subject)... La? is a short phrase used when you want to
repeat the same question but change the subject.
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Customs, Culture & Characteristics of Thais

. In Thai greeting, we normally use &7 : Sa-wud-dee for every time of the day. We have
other greetings which are used in some occasions or to be more formal or official.

- Formal greeting is used with unfamiliar people, at work, official conversations, etc.

. ﬂmaUWSalwu : (Koon) Sa-baay~Dee Mai? is a formal question asking about the condition of

someone if he/she is well/fine or not.

Section 2 : Informal greeting

Vocabulary Audio: 1.2 @ Video: Speak Thai 1.2 Informal Greeting Vocabulary

Phonetic Thai [Function] + Meaning + (usage)

Wud-dee  #In lInterjection] Hi, Bye (an elision of @& : Sa-wud-dee, used to greet

someone and to say bye informally)
BaayNDee ‘U’]Eja [Feeling verb] be well, be fine (an elision of @uef Sa-baay~Dee)

Mai? 178) [Question another pronunciation of the question word sl : Mdi?
(118 : Mai? is generally used when speak informally. This word is between a

high tone and rising tone. Your teacher can show you the pronunciation)

[
Bpe’n Wy [State verb] be, is/am/are (status)
*pe. 1t :sate . " ha ..(  ss -co iti 1ofsor :thing)..
co WU UM 26 Bp o n 2 W d: th stateo aviiyacolc ‘lhavea Ld.
“te hew 11 y:Bpe ce be :di ma contexts. e “gofthe. " L:Bpe >seC nis

described above. Learn more uses, go to Chapter 12

Yaang_ra]? agj’]\‘ﬂj The five tone pitch graph
The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like
ro er/formaL ronunciation a music tone. See the graph below.
(prop P ) [Question word] HOW?,
Yune-neai? gl anpicn | £
§-nsal: In what way?, e —
([Contraction] common pronunciation) ¢
N ga |? VLQ In Wh ICh Way? Medium pitch Medium
([Elision] short/informal pronunciation)
........................................................................................................................................... Low pitch t

R v
Baang U [Quantity modifier] SOMe, any,
Latin phonetic tone mark above the

English transliteration letters

one or more

Medium  Low Falling High Rising

(used to indicate an unspecified amount or tone | tone | ftone | tone | tone

H no mark N ~ ’ hd
number of someone/something)

Kub AU

(used by males) o

) o [Particle] (informal version of ASU/AL : Krib/Ka)
a Y

(used by females)
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Dialogue A8 : Jéab and il : Nueng are friends.

Audio: 1.2

Speaker Sentence

Jeab:  Wud-dee  Ja (Nueng)
o v a v )
Reu: AN O (1119)

Hi informal polite particle ...(name)...

(used by females)
(Nueng) Baay~Dee Mai?  Ja
= a & v
(1119) U1gh i\ W
...(name)... be well/fine ?/are you?  informal polite particle
(used by females)
Nueng:  Wud-dee  Kub (Jéab)
. v o =

vil:  AIAA AU (Lagu)

Hi informal polite particle ...(name)...

(used by males)
(Nueng) Baay~Dee Kub
=) = )

(Mus)  vea Ay

...(name)... be well/fine informal polite particle (used by males)

(Jéab) Bpe'n  (Yung)l-ngai? (Baang)

g [ Y v
Weu) u GOIN (U9)
©ame). be,is” ‘are = wr? some,
‘statL oneor ore

Jeab - léa 1Az ~ e
- _ - <
deu: (YY) VYA oF

..(name)...  be well/fine informal polite particle (used by females)

P17 &en : Naa 53

@ Video: Speak Thai 1.2 Informal Greeting Dialogue

Translation

Hi, Nueng. / Hi.

Are you alright? / Alright?

Hi, Jeab. / Hi.

| am well/fine. /
Well/Fine.

How are you? /
How are you doing? /

oo o=thh o thy
S (VAT
Well/Fine.

Grammar & Language Points

1.

2. In greeting, a persons name can be added after the polite particle to indicate who you are

greeting to.

3.In conversations, n ames are often used to address/call oneself or another person

instead of personal pronouns, (I, You, She, He, etc.) especially in informal conversations.

5. Thai sentence structure is flexible and can be converted. For example, the sentence;
(AW / ...name... / without name) W@l

(Koon / ..name.. / without name) Bpe'n (Yung)-ngai? (Baang)
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Any words in the brackets above can be omitted. You can say a short sentence instead of
a long/complete sentence. Thais commonly speak short sentences in informal situations
such as speaking with family and friends.

N\ VA VA
Subject Verb Question Question Modifier Translation
Bpe'n Yung-ngai? Baan . .
L%u 51 s s How are things with you?
Koon : Agd / hle
..(name)... / Bpe'n Yung-ngai? . How are you? /
< o .
without Wu gals How are you doing?
name . -
Bpe'n ngai?
How’re ya?
Wu 19 Y
you be;(ist/?[m/)are How? some ; any ; one or more (9 Baang is used to indicate
status
Thai people are lazy when we speak! Bad phiakyits)’

The five tone pitch graph

The pitch of a tone in Thai words moves like

6. In different situations Thais may pronounce a word a music tone. See the graph below.

differently. For example, news reporters use 8¢14ls : Yaang- High

High pitch Falling

rai? on television. Commonly, in every day conversation

Rising
people use §3ls : Yung-ngai? but sometimes they may use 19 vesumpen

Medium

: Ngai? in informal situations with family and friends. In order

to develop fluency, you need to be aware of different i
l:y'.. S prOV . Ciat eve ‘-y 1 TTic n . use |t UUI)CLf. atinp eti uneme abc the
English tt  sliteratic ett
. 1 \ ] . . -
7.The 4 =stir d: 1 " ar -rai (ir uding ther dium  © v alling  3h <sing
) e ne Jne tone
rorms) comes after a statement to convert a statement 0 a e A ’ v
question sentence. Example;
‘Statement = Subject v Verb - Translation
Koon Bpe'n -
Wy You are.
Ao
you be; is/am/are (status)
Question sentence = Subject v Verb v Question word Translation
Koon Bge’n Yaarlwg—ral? How are you? /
g1 W ae1als H doine?
(including other forms) Ow are you doing¢
you be; is/am/are (status) How?

8. To answer the question word 881415 : Yaang-rai? (including other forms), you must
describe about what the speaker would like to know. Remember it is not a yes/no

question, therefore do not repeat what the speaker asks you! Example;

v

‘ Question sentence = Subject v Verb Question word Translation
Koon Bpen Yaang-rai?
) 1
At Wy aghils You are well/fine?
(including other forms)
you be; is/am/are (status) How?

Chapter 1 : Greeting - By Avarin Lane (Jiab) - Thai Style Language Co.,Ltd. - © 2008-2019 - www.learnthaistyle.com



PN & : Naa 55

* The speaker would like you to describe your condition (status).

‘ Statement = Subject v Verb Y - Translation
Long positive answer | PG m/Chdn Sa-baay~Dee
Nm/ﬁ'«u auqaa | am well/fine.
I/me/my/mine be well/fine

Short positive answer -

Sa-baay~Dee
fUNEh Well. / Fine.
be well/fine

* You describe your condition which is positive in this instance.

Customs, Culture & Characteristics of Thais

- Informal greeting is used with familiar people, friends, family, etc.

- Thais like to speak with short sentences in informal conversation.

Section 3: Traditional and informal greeting

Vocabulary Audio: 1.3 @ Video: Speak Thai 1.3 Traditional and Informal Greeting Vocabulary

Phonetic Thai [Function] + Meaning + (usage)
Gin A1 [Action verb] tO eat, to consume
~ v .
Kaaw U1 [Noun] TIC€  (this word also means ‘food’ in some context as rice is a

staple food in Thailand. We eat rice with cooked food 2-3 meals a day.)

Mai A IN ¢ %/ ectin nc ie1nNO 10t, don’” doe.n’ ir-, 1 -, 0

©C (v dinfror >any\ rd, exceptne ns,in rde toch ge at
WOra 1o a negative rorm. ror exampte, add 1 wiai in front ur @ : Dee
(be good) becomes laif : Mai Dee meaning be not good.)

Laew LLé}'] [Tense word emphasise event (A-tense)] already (a past (perfect) tense
word used after a sentence to emphasis the event (sentence) has
happened as said)

e.g. AUALLANILAT : Chiln Gin Cake Ldew = | have eaten cake.
(Sense: The event has happened)

RlUee vﬁg [Question] a question word equivalent to v : Mciiz.

(proper pronunciation) Note: 1. %38 : Riiee is not commonly used any more.

Rér / LASD 2. 49158 : REr is another pronunciation

Lér 3. L€r is the most common pronunciation.

(commonvinformal pronunciation) 4. Thais like to pronounce @ : L instead of 5: R.

Ruee ‘Vﬁ’t’] [Conjunction - Optional] OF  (used between words, clauses, or sentences

to indicate there are options. #38 : Ruee can indicate an optional
question sentence depending on the context.)
e.q. Nu‘vﬁaﬂm : Po'm Riiee Koon = | or you., | or you?
Ansoluf : Dee Riiee Mai Dee = good or not good., good or not good?
Aunseliiy : Gin Riee Mai Gin = eat or not eat., eat or not eat?
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Yung N [Tense word emphasise verb (B-tense)] Still, yet (up until the present or
a specified or implied time)
- Positive: used before a verb e.g. #u8NaUYA : Chiin Yung Sa-baay~Dee = | am still well.

- Negative: used before the word 13i : Mai (negative modifier) e.g. dugialsiaued : Chiin Yung Mai Sa-

baay~Dee = | am still unwell.

Note: 1. 8913 : Yung Mai can be used as a phrase meaning ‘not yet’ and is used when you want to
indicate that ‘something still has not happened’

2. The phrase galal Yung Mai = not yet can be shortened to &4 : Yung

Riee~Yung? VERRR

(proper pronunciation)
~ - ? U

Rér~Yung? / W30EN [Question] Have/Has/Had + Subject + Verb 3 + ... 7,
s~ ? .

Ler~Yung: ... or not yet?, ... or still not?, ... yet?

(common pronunciation)

Yung? / &9

(short pronunciation)

Note :
1. %3984 : Rllee~Yung? is a yes/no question word which has past tense or present perfect tense as in
a question sentence that starts with the word ‘Have/Has/Had ........ ?”in English. e.g.
Have you eaten some food/rice? = @mﬁu‘iﬁj’n‘lﬁagﬁ : Koon Gin Kaaw Rlilee~Yung?
Have you felt better? = @mamﬂaﬁ%aé’d : Koon Sa-baay~Dee Rliee~Yung?

v : M3i? is a yes/no question word which has simple present tense as in Do/Does/Is/Am/Are .....2

i nf n?er

Do ueat er @ 4 3 4 Ko 77 as MEi? The fivétone pit€grth
1 " The pi“-*- 3_{ B 2 in Thai wc mov —

;o yoo weosine = f ﬂl‘ | : on Sa-b¢ /~Dee | i? - R " e

High

Falling

2. 19984 : Rér~Yung? is another pronunciation and it can be igh e
pronounced L&r~Yung? as Thais do not like to pronounce 5 : R

3. %3984 : Rllee~Yung? is a question word combined from %38 : RU€E qumpien
(or) and &3 Yung (yet)

4. Original phrase is visa84lyl : Riee Yung Mai = or still not? which has Low pitch

been changed to #3984 : Riiee~Yung?

Start pitch Stop pitch

Latin phonetic tone mark above the
English transliteration letters

There are many compound words in Thai language. If you know Medium Low  Falling High Rising
tone tone tone tone tone

some principle Thai words, you would understand many more words . A ’ o

no mark

by using the context to help to clarify the meaning!

Dialogue #21u : Waan and % : Chai are friends.
Audio: 1.3 @ Video: Speak Thai : 1.3 Traditional & Informal Greeting Dialogue

Speaker Sentence Translation

Waan: Wud-dee Ja (Chai)

v AR oF Cid) Hi, Chal. / Hi
Hi informal polite ...(name)...

particle (used by female)
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Speaker Sentence Translation
frodtondl (Chai)  Gin - Kaaw (L&r~Yung? Ja
question: - o o o Have you eaten
(Wy) AU 91 (M99)Y9 O .
..(name)... toeat rice/food or not yet informal polite particle SOmMe fooa:
(used by female)
Chai: ~ Wud-dee Kub (Waan)
Fo:  WIAR Ay (711) Hi, Jéab. / Hi.
Hi informal polite ...(name)...
particle (used by male)
Fostve (Chai)  Gin  Laew
answer: (%) A A" Yes, | have eaten.
..(name)... toeat  already
> > 37
(La,,ew) Waan Lla' How about you? /
(5p)) 1Y ay And you?
then/and then ...(name)... particle

Waan: (Waan) Yung (Mai  Gin  Kaaw) Ja
v (i) 8¢ (W Au M)

Negative ..(name)...  yet no/not toeat  rice/food informal polite particle
answer: (used by female)

| haven’t eaten. /
Not yet

Grammar & Lancuage Points

1 Thajs dn not like to nronourca the caund s : R and commonly ckh-ngeitter =2 - L. 2o
Wse -~ roper ' onc 1+ ed « b The ¢ mmonl pronounce sing L (€

2Inr n. na ... tel t sc nc 3:Rm. notk pronounc Y‘at: .. ' the Lar le
AU : Krub 1s the proper pronunciation but I'hais commonly pronounce AU : KuD.

3. Thai sentence structure is flexible and can be converted.

Subject Vv Verb V" Explanation ¥ Question Translation
Koon / Gin Kaaw Lér~Yung?
(name)... / Au 317 506 Have you eaten some food? /
. . - Have you eaten yet?
?
without Gin KiaW Yung' (Sense: The event has happened or still not)
name U U1 bNIBYN
you eat food/rice Have you?

4. A yes/no question word comes after a statement to convert a statement to a question
sentence. Example;

~ ~ ~
‘ Statement = Subjectv Verb v Explanationv Question Translation
Koon Gin . Kaaw -
Al i T T - You eat rice/food.
©oyou to eat ¢ rice/food
Question sentence = Subject‘ié Verb v Explanation" Question Translation
Koon Gin . Kaaw  (Lén~Yung?: Have you eaten
A nu - 49m wseds - some food?
: to eat i rice/ffood | Have..?/Yet? :  (Sense: The event has
: : happened or still not)
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5. To answer the question word 384 : (LEr)~Yung? (including other forms), you must answer
with the main word that the speaker would like to know and also add a time modifier.

‘Question sentence = . Subject Vi Verb Vi Explanation V: Question Translation
Koon ¢ Gin | Kaw | (Lén~Yung? : Have you eaten
Ay w91 wmseds | some food?
! : : ) : , , (Sense: The event has
to eat rice/food Have...? / Yet? happened or still not)
Statement =  Subject Vi Verb V! Explanation 1: = Explanation 2 Translation
Long PoO'm/Chun: Gin = Kaaw Ldew | have eaten. /
positive o ioa : v : v :
answer NU/Qu o nw 9 b : | eat already.
I/me/my/mine i toeat : rice/food already i (Sense: The event has happened as said)
Short - - Gin - Ldew '
positive Coa : : Y () eat already.
answer : nu : : L& : (Sense: The event has happened as said)
toeat : already :

a2 : Ldew in the sentence Fefiuwan : Chai Gin Ldew and the sentence above is a tense

word meaning already showing that the event has happened as said.

: 3 : : l: TN ¢ : :
Statement =:  Subject i Time modiﬁer*i_’Negative Modifier i Verb : Explanation 1! Translation
Long Pé’m/ Yung Mai Gin Kaaw | have not eaten /
Negative o o 1 ' PN v )
answer Chun : 8y : 4 SN U | have not eaten
Bl /5‘1«! still, yet no, not, ... to eat rice/food yet.
I/me/my/mine ' ' : '
Sioo . oy ; ' M -
Neg. : s 5 : \
: ! Pl See N :eate i
answ : J 1 : H H yl
w A VW | A i t no,r .. _ > eat : A A N
Short - . Yung Mai - - ;
Negative : o : \ : : :
: : : : Not yet.
answer 2 o : 13‘1 : : : 4
©ooostill, yet no, not, ... : : ;
Short B} . Yung - oo - Not yet.
Negative : o : : : :
answer 3 84 (Sense: The event is still not
still, yet ¢ : : : happen)

Answering with a short phrase doesn’t indicate you are being impolite. In conversation,
it is considered impolite or harsh if you do not use a polite particle. It is considered very

impolite if you use impolite/rude/vulgar words.

Customs, Culture & Characteristics of Thais

. Traditional greetings are used in informal situations, such as greeting to your friends,
relatives, acquaintances, neighbours, etc.

- Food is essential in life and it indicates the wellbeing of a person. Having food or not
can indicate the mood of a person.

. It is custom to ask if someone, esp. guests, have eaten yet to show care for that person. If
they have not eaten we may offer something like a snack, quick meal, etc. It is the sharing
attitude that Thais have.

- Nowadays, this greeting is still customary.

‘Learn about Thai culture in order to understand how Thais speak’
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Additional vocabulary and sentences

Other questions and answers commonly used in greeting. This can be used as a reference
to help you learn about different ways of speaking and develop fluency. For a beginner, you
do not need to memorise everything. You may come back to learn this when you are ready.

Questions: ‘ Audio: 1.4

Phonetic Thai

\ ~ a A
(G ) Sa-baay~Dee Ruee? .. AUILANTD
name (or) be well / fine Question word
pronoun (proper pronunciation)
(...) Sa-Daay~Dee L& . GIVEEIVED
name ( be well / fine Question word
pronoun (common pronunciation)
(I ) Baay~Dee L&r? .. UNBALUTE
name (or) be well / fine  Question word
pronoun (short/informat) (common pronunciation)

(o ) Sa-baay~Dee Rilee~Bplao ..a@u1sanIaiUan
name (or) be well / fine or not
pronoun

(w3911/a1 : Rliee~Bplao is a compound word, /a7 : Bplao = nothing; plain)

(oo ) Baay~Dee Rlee~Bplao - U1ganIaLUan
name (or)  be well / fine or not
pronoun (short/informal)
N a 1
(C— ) Baay~Dee Bplao .. vngaLlan
ne o) e wel' “fine r not
pronot (short; < ~al) ort/ir al)
3 a
(oo ) Bz T =2 ¥ ulee
neoon 2 e/ fin T
pronoun (short/informal) (short/informal)
. R < 1 [
(o ) Bpe’'n Yaang-rai? (Baang) - Wusgnals@na)
name (or) be; is/am/are how? some/any
pronoun (status)
. ~ < [ [
(o ) Bpe'n  Yung-ngai? (Baang) .. \0ugalatng)
name (or)  be; is/am/are how? some/any
pronoun (status) (common)
< v
(o ) Bpe'n Ngai? (Baang) . Julstng)
name (or)  be;is/am/are how?  some/any
pronoun (status) (short)

Answers: ‘ Audio: 1.4

Translation

Are you well? /

Are you fine? /

s ..(name)... well? /
s ..(name)... fine?

Are you alright? / Alright?

Are you well or not? /
Are you fine or not? /

Is ...(name)... well or
not? /

Is ‘name).. fine or nat?

How are you? /

How are you doing? /
How is ...(name).. doing? /
How is it going?

Transliterations Thai Translation

G ) Mai Sa-baay~(Dee) .. Lalgung(@)  1am not well./

name (or) no/not be well / fine | am not fine. /

pronouns ..(name)... not well. /
(...) Mai Baay . Talung (name)... not fine. /

name (or) no/not  be well / fine Not well. / Not fine.

pronouns (short/informal)

(G ) Mai~Kory Sa-baay . lyiAayauny  1am not quite well. /

name (or) not quite be well / fine ...(name)... not quite well.. /

pronouns  (compound word, Agel : Kory (Koi) = gently; lightly)

Not quite well.
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Transliterations Thai Translation

Tum-ma-daa §55UAN

normal/ordinary

| feel just ok. / Things are like
4 normal. / Nothing special. /
Rdeay ~ Rleay b398 Nothing in particular.

continuously  continuously

Ngtin ~ Neun N | feel so so. / Things are so so.
or else or else / SO so.

Gor~Dee il OK. / Just OK.

[moderate quality modifier]~good

Dee A Good.

good

Mai  Dee G Not good.

no/not  good

Mai Le w ladian Not bad.

no/not bad T

‘Your effort learning and practising is the key to developing fluency’
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